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the mantle of the prophet joseph
passes to brother brigham
A collective spiritual witness

joseph smith many of the saints reported
after the death of ofjoseph
that they received a strong spiritual witness that convinced
them the mantle of ofjosepb
jullen
joseph hadfallen
had
bad jailen
fallen on brigham young

lynne watkins jorgensen and BYU studies staff
we would like to acknowledge the help of those who when
learning of this research project informed us about mantle
accounts in their
therr family records without such help we might
theirfamily
not have located those accounts any readers aware of documented testimonies 0of the mantle experience that are not included in this collection are invited to contact BYU studies or

torgensen
lynne jorgensen
lynnejorgensen

ed

foreword
on august

8 1844 six weeks after the prophet joseph
smiths martyrdom a meeting of the saints was held in nauvoo

illinois brigham young president of the quorum of the twelve
and several other apostles had just returned from missions the purpose of the meeting was to determine by vote who had the right
and responsibility to lead the church sidney rigdon first counselor in the first presidency or the quorum of the twelve with
brigham young at their head 1 in the course of the two meetings
held that day many in attendance received a divine witness that
brigham young was to be the next leader some saints specifically
state that as brigham young addressed the congregation he
sounded and appeared remarkably like joseph smith others simply
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say that the mantle of joseph or of the prophets

rested on
brigham young and others state that they were given a witness
by the spirit that brigham was to lead the church
this spiritual experience which has come to be known as
the mantle of the prophet falling on brigham young served to
unite and comfort the saints as they mourned the death of their
beloved prophet and to direct them when they voted to support
brigham and the twelve as leaders of the church some saints
who were not present at the august 8 meetings reported experiencing a similar mantle witness on later occasions at least one
hundred people wrote or otherwise passed on their remembrances
of this witness
most mormon historians acknowledge the mantle story
agreeing that something important happened in august 1844 for
example ronald K esplin states though there is no contempomany in remarkre
rary diary account the number of later retellings
tellings
able detail argues for the reality of some such experience 2
leonard J arrington notes that an important event took place
but observes that there may be psychological explanations for the
phenomenon 3 and reserves judgment regarding whether a miraculous transfiguration 4 occurred 5 others however have concluded
that it is unlikely that a miraculous spiritual manifestation took
place richard S van wagoner for instance writes when 8 august
1844 is stripped of emotional overlay there is not a shred of irrefutable contemporary evidence to support the occurrence of a
mystical event van wagoner concludes that a more likely scenario was that it was the force of youngs commanding presence
his well timed arrival at the morning meeting and perhaps a bit of
theatrical mimicry that swayed the crowd 166
in order to enable readers to examine the evidence underlying these interpretations for themselves numerous accounts of the
II of
mantle experience have been compiled in appendixes 1I and 11
this article the evidence presented in these accounts demonstrates that many people testified powerfully that they had received a convincing sensory or spiritual witness of the mantle of
the prophet joseph falling on brigham young
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the symbolic mantle elijah and elisha
the image of the mantle as a symbol of the passing of authority is at least as old as the well known old testament story of the
prophet elijah and elisha his young follower 7 the lord told elijah
that he was to anoint elisha to be prophet in thy room elisha
afisha was
efisha
ellsha
plowing in the fields when elijah walked past him and placed his
rough mantle cloak or cape across the younger mans shoulders
elisha left the fields to follow elijah and to minister to him 1 ggs
kgs

1916 21
As the story continues the time came for elijah to leave his
earthly mission
and it came to pass when they were gone over the jordan river
that elijah said unto elisha ask what 1I shall do for thee before I1 be
taken away from thee and elisha said 1I pray thee let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me and he said thou hast asked a hard
thing nevertheless if thou see me when 1I am taken from thee it
shall be so unto thee but if not it shall not be so 2 ggs
kgs 2910
29- 10

when the veil parted there appeared a horse drawn chariot of
such brilliant glory it was called a chariot of fire this vehicle
swept between elijah and elisha and elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven 2 ggs
kgs 211
and elisha saw it and he cried my father my father the chariot of
israel and the horsemen thereof and he saw him no more and he
took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces he took
up also the mantle of elijah that fell from him and went back and
stood by the bank of jordan and he took the mantle of elijah that fell
from him and smote the waters and said where is the lord god of
elijah and when he also had smitten the waters they parted hither
and thither and elisha went over and when the sons of the prophets
which were to view at jericho saw him they said the spirit of elijah
ellsha and they came to meet him and bowed themdoth rest on elisha
selves to the ground before him 2 ggs
kgs 21215
212 15

like the sons of the prophets many of the saints in nauvoo
experienced a witness of the lords designation of the next
prophet as they met in conference in nauvoo on august 8 1844
the mantle experience of 1844 has become a symbol of the transfer of prophetic authority in the church after the death of a
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prophet and the identification of his successor members of the
church frequently say that the mantle has fallen once again 8

oral tradition of mantle testimonies
several years ago on a warm sunday morning on a houseboat
at lake powell my father victor watkins gathered his children
and grandchildren together to share with them his testimony of
the august 8 1844 miracle 9 he told them about his own grandfather william lampard watkins who was seventeen at the time of
joseph smiths martyrdom on june 27 1844 when william heard
the tragic news he was in kentucky campaigning for the prophet
10
states
william hurthe
united
of
president
for
was
running
who
ried back to nauvoo to join other grieving and confused mourners
at this point in the story my father pulled a wrinkled paper from
his pocket and began to read directly from williams own words
8th 1844 by which time
appointed for august ath
brigham young and most of the other apostles had returned home it
was at this meeting sidney rigdon made a lengthy and tedious
speech presenting his claims telling the people what wonderful
things he had planned for them
the darkness was soon dispelled for brigham young
explained before the people on that day the order of the priesthood
he was filled with the power of the holy ghost he stood before the
people as the prophet joseph smith often had done and we heard
the voice of the true shepherd for he spoke with the voice of
joseph his manner and appearance were like unto josephs and it
was manifested to all those present upon whom the responsibility
rested to carry on the work of god and lead the saints
A meeting was

sharing an ancestors testimony of seeing andor hearing
Brig
brighams
hams transformation before the multitude of followers is a
tradition for many latter day saint families whose forebears witnessed the event juanita leavitt brooks recalled that her grand12
as
as
lived
he
long
story
the
retell
loved
to
father dudley leavitt
john and eliza billington welch were both present at the meeting
held august 8 1844 where the mantle of the prophet fell on
and these facts they related many many times
brigham young
to their children and grandchildren greatly strengthening and
adding to the testimonies of those who listened 11313 some descendants of cynthia harrington durphy bowen have for generations
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required their children to memorize cynthias
cynthius
Cynthias account of the event 14
william ervin stoker who was raised from the age of six by his
grandfather william stoker stated with pride that his grandfather
knew the prophet joseph smith personally and was present when
the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham young and received a personal testimony he would add that he owed much to his grandfather for building up his faith by relating this story to him 15
while the faith of most church members certainly is not dependent on testimonies of the mantle experience clearly some
members of the church were strengthened by their faith in the validity of their own mantle experience or that of a loved one the
purpose of this work is to present the written and oral narratives
of the people in nauvoo who firmly believed they had experienced a miracle and who left their testimonies as a witness

the august 8

1844 conference

one session of the august

8 1844 conference was held in

the morning and another in the afternoon records indicate that
sidney rigdon addressed the congregation in the morning sescall for an
cail
cali
kidneys
neys speech brigham young stood to can
sidneys
sion 16 after Sid
afternoon session and to make a few remarks brigham young
spoke again in the afternoon along with others but apparently sidney rigdon did not estimates of the attendance at the meetings
range from hundreds to thousands including men women and
children of all ages 17 the conference was obviously of great interest to the membership and whole families attended the people
came expecting an answer to the succession dilemma
sidney rigdon outlined his claim to be guardian of the
church brigham young defended the position of the quorum of
the twelve 18 according to retrospective accounts as brigham
delivered his message many saints saw or heard joseph and some
startled rose to their feet 19 some people mention that the transformation occurred when brigham stood to speak after sidney rigdon had concluded possibly indicating that they witnessed the
phenomenon at the end of the morning session of the conference
others say they saw the miracle in the afternoon session the acstiff others indicate that they witnessed a transformation
counts of still
not on august 8 but rather on a later date 20 A number of witnesses
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996
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do not specifically mention seeing or hearing a vision but testify in
general terms that the mantle or the spirit of joseph rested
on brigham21
Brigham21 others simply report that they or brigham were
touched by the spirit 22 in the course of the conference a vote was
taken with the majority voting for brigham young to assume leadership of the church
of those witnesses of a transformation a few provided specific details about the traits they recognized as josephs homer
duncan not only commented on the voice of brigham sounding
like that of joseph but also referred to one of josephs mannerisms the very gestures of his right hand when he was saying anything very positive reminded me of joseph my decision was then
made as to who should lead the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints for surely the mantle of joseph has fallen upon
1113
23
1
mosiah lyman hancock commented 1
brigham 1123
I saw in him the
look of joseph and the voice of joseph and it seemed to me that
3224
1121
24
he was as tall as joseph too 3221
benjamin FE johnson also observed
1125
25
josephs tall straight and portly robust form 2125
he then added
his famous comments about josephs speech and a missing tooth
remarking that he heard the real and perfect voice of the prophet
even to the whistle as in years past caused by the loss of a tooth
said to have been broken out by a mob at hyrum ohio 26 george
morris also described josephs familiar speech patterns noting

I

precedent
Pre sedent young arose
in the afternoon presedent
when 1I was startled by
earing josephs voice he had a way of clearing his throat before he
began to speak by a peculiar
peculier effort of his own like ah hem
1I raised my head sudinly
and the first thing I1 saw was joseph as
plain as I1 ever saw him in my life
testemony anough
Testemony
adough to
that was testimony
17
convince me where the proper athoraty rested 27

did brigham himself know that something miraculous had
happened his own account dated august 8 1844 simply states
I1 arose and spocke
shocke to

the people my hart was swolen
scolen with compo
boards them and by the power of the holy gost even the spirit
sion toards
of the prophets I1 was enabled to comfort the harts of the saints in
the afternoon a corden to my request the people assemble
assembld by thousands I1 lade before them the order of the church and the power of
Preast hood after a long and laboras
the preasthood
labonas talk of a bout two ours in the
open air with the wind blowing the church was of one hart and one
minda
mind
mindj they wanted the twelve to lead the church as br brjoseph
srjoseph
joseph had
dun in his day 28

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8

6

Jorgensen and Studies: The Mantle of the Prophet Joseph Passes to Brother Brigham: A Col

mantle of the prophetjoseph
prophet joseph

131

perhaps brigham was alluding to the miracle in his reference
to the spirit of the prophets however records do not indicate
that he publicly acknowledged the manifestations at the time they
occurred brigham young was careful never to claim to take josephs
1844 he wrote an epistle to the saints
place As early as august 15
151844
that stated emphatically let no man presume for a moment that
his josephs place will be filled by another for remember he
19
stands in his own place and always will 29
later brigham advised
the spirit of joseph which fell upon me is ready to fall upon
10
somebody else when 1I am removed 30

testimonies of the mantle experience of 1844
it is impossible to verify the number of those in attendance at
the conference who saw or heard a physical transformation records
currently known establish 101 written testimonies of people who
say a transformation or spiritual manifestation occurred of these
fifty seven are firsthand documents personal journals personal
narratives told to a scribe or first person testimonies published in

church magazine articles forty two are secondhand testimonies
accounts gleaned from biographies written by family members or
from historical compilations
the mantle testimonies come from people who eventually
settled all over the utah territory from northern utah and idaho
to southern utah and arizona and even tahiti there is no pocket
location of people who recorded this experience
at least the earliest writers had no opportunity to read other
detailed written accounts of the mantle experience before recording their own some testimonies31
testimonies31 were written at least fifteen to
twenty years before the publication of the most comprehensive
mony george Q cannons 1870
church sanctioned mantle testi
testimony
12 prior
essay in the
thejuvenile
juvenile instructor 52
to the publication of elder
cannons essay printed references to the mantle of ofjoseph
joseph falling
31
star55
on brigham appeared in the millennial sral
srul
and in the times
stai
and seasons 31 these two church publications do not mention any
visions among members of the congregation but simply focus
on the point of ecclesiastical interest that the mantle had fallen on
brigham young
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996
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in a july 19 1857 conference talk brigham young referred to
Carringt ons mantle experience
albert carringtons
he carrington could not tell me from joseph smith when I1 was
speaking in the stand in nauvoo during the october conference of
1844 somebody came along and passed a finger over his eyes and he
could not see any one but joseph speaking until I1 got through
15
addressing the congregation 35

newsy
mems
news
news6 and may
this talk was printed ten days later in the deseret mews
have inspired some saints to write down their memories of the
events of august 1844
As stories about the mantle experience began to circulate in
the 1850s some writers may have responded by offering their own
personalized or embellished accounts such is human nature however most of the stories recorded after this point were not identical it does not seem that the writers were relying on the same
source for their versions of the event in fact the accounts contradict each other to some extent in their descriptions of the events of
the day suggesting that each person wrote his or her account as
remembered not as described by church leaders years later
george romney vigorously defended the veracity of the mantle stories 1 I testify to you in all fervor before god that the mantle
of joseph smith fell upon brigham young it was josephs voice
absolutely josephs voice and manner as brigham young addressed
the people and told them who should be their leader now this is
no fiction this is true as 1I stand here after so many years passing
1137
37
from the year 1844 up to the present time 1237

testimony of the succession of the twelve
in 1844 the twelve were beginning to understand their role
in the church joseph had carefully instructed them as to their
responsibilities and had given them all the keys they would need
31
to continue with the lords work 38
but they did not always understand the significance of what they heard brigham himself suggested that when he heard of josephs death he was at first
overcome fearing the keys of the priesthood were gone then he
said 1 I felt it come like a flash of lightening to my mind and 1I said
the keys of the kingdom are here 113939 when he came to nauvoo
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8

8

Jorgensen and Studies: The Mantle of the Prophet Joseph Passes to Brother Brigham: A Col

mantle of the propbetjosepb
prophet joseph

133

he knew by visions of the spirit that from the twelve would
come a new first presidency 40 several years passed however
before all the twelve agreed meanwhile the support engendered
by the events of the august 1844 conference gave him as president of the quorum of twelve the authority he needed to guide
the church in the ensuing transitional period
during the weeks following josephs death the saints had
been obviously concerned about the succession of leadership for
the many who already believed that the twelve held the keys
and the authority to the leadership of the church the mantle
experience was an additional testimony of the rightful succession
of the twelve for others it might have been an answer to prayer
the powerful events of august 1844 finalized loyalties for many
nauvoo saints and resolved the direction of their religious commit
mitment
ment As wilford woodruff recalled the mantle manifestation
was the turning point in 1872 he reminded church members
there was a reason for this the mantle experience in the mind
of god it convinced the people 41 by 1846 most of the saints who
attended the meeting were ready to leave nauvoo and follow brigham young and the twelve west
edward hunter and talitha cheney affirmed in their mantle
testimonies that they had no doubt that brigham young should
lead the church 42 anson call and william allred concluded that
they were perfectly satisfied 43 homer duncan pledged my decision was then made 44 mary dunn an eleven year old soberly recalled her fathers remarks as the family was returning home from
the meeting they need not hunt any farther brigham young
is the man to lead us 45
for others however the way was not so clear A few families
were split in their loyalties in the case of albert and ada winchell
clements the mantle episode led to a divorce albert was a missionary called to serve shortly before josephs death on learning of
the martyrdom he started his journey back to nauvoo As he traveled home he encountered his friend sidney rigdon sidney told
him he was hurrying back to nauvoo to take his place as guardian
Rig dons position
of the church albert was satisfied with rigdons
albert did not arrive home until august 15 1844 when he
learned of the august 8 meeting which his wife ada had attended
143
313
113
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she happily described the mantle event testifying that brigham
young had actually looked and sounded like joseph smith albert
inquired about rigdon ada answered that he had spoken but the
spirit was not with him albert still took the side of his friend sidney rigdon ada vowed she would continue with the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints she and the children left in the exodus to the rocky mountains albert stayed behind 46
though albert refused to accept adas testimony other individuals bolstered their commitment to the twelve through the witness of a close family member who had attended the august 1844
meeting sarah studevant leavitt accepted her husbands testimony without question
my husband jeremiah was attending a meeting where this question
was being discussed brigham young was speaking when suddenly
he seemed to be clothed with all the authority of joseph smith jeremiah said that he had the same appearance the same voice as the

prophet if he had not known that joseph smith was dead he would
have thought that brigham young was joseph smith tears dampened many cheeks joy and gladness filled many hearts the lord had
not forgotten his people
after that there was no one to doubt
that brigham young was to be our new leader and prophet if
17
brigham had any doubts my husband jeremiah did not 47

aurelia spencer rogers acknowledged that the testimony of
her sister ellen spencer clawson was what strengthened my faith
in the truth of mormonism aurelia wrote
ellen was at a meeting of the saints
at this meeting brigham
young who was president of the quorum of apostles arose to
speak when the mantle of joseph fell upon him and he was like
one transformed his countenance voice and form were like those of
the late prophet many in the congregation even children saw this
miracle it satisfied the people and decided the question who was to
be the leader 48

evidence of contemporaneous discussion
of the experience
in nauvoo throughout the temple building period people
seem to have talked about the mantle experience and about
brigham youngs resemblance to joseph smith 49 one historian
D michael quinn sums up the immediate response
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8
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there were contemporary references to youngs transfiguration
the times and seasons reported that just before the sustaining vote
at the afternoon session of the august meeting every saint could see
Elijahs mantle had truly fallen upon the twelve although the
that elijass
elijahs
church newspaper did not refer to young specifically for this mantle experience on 15 november 1844 henry and catharine brooke
wrote from nauvoo that young favours br joseph both in person
manner of speaking more than any person ever you saw looks like
another five days later arza hinckley referred to brigham young
on whom the mantle of the prophet joseph has fallen 50

ezra T benson who was present at the august 8 meeting
later recorded in his autobiography that many said when they
Brig hams voice but the voice
heard brigham talk that it was not brighams
of joseph benson made no claim to having seen the transfiguration himself but evidently heard others discussing their experience which he seems to have accepted without question 51
the diary of william burton a missionary who returned to
nauvoo in the spring of 1845 may refer to residents talking about
the mantle experience in may 1845 he recorded events in his
diary that had occurred during his absence from nauvoo
that which had taken place during the time that I1 was out on my
bome this was the martyrdom
mission that grevious and hard to be borne
of the prophet and seer and patriarch whose voices 1I could not
hear declaring the truths of heaven but their josephs and
hyrums
hyrams places were filled by others much better than 1I once was
supposed they could have been the spirit of joseph appeared to
rest upon brigham 52

Bur
tons use of the past tense
burtons
bartons

the spirit of joseph appeared
to rest upon brigham in the context of his discussion of events
that had transpired in his absence is significant if burton was referring by these words to the mantle experience he must have heard
of the event from others who had been at the meetings if this was
the case at that early date at least some nauvoo residents were discussing the incident
some discussion also took place via correspondence in a
february 1845 letter wilford woodruff shared the mantle news
with fellow saints in the british isles by assuring them that
on the second day after our arrival august 8th
ath 1844 we met in a special conference all the quorums authorities and members of the
church that could assemble in nauvoo we were addressed by
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elder brigham young the president of the quorum of the twelve it
was evident to the saints that the mantle of joseph had fallen upon
51
him the road that he pointed out could be seen so plainly 53

recording the experience
spiritual witness received at the august conference was
of such magnitude that believers were willing even eager to fol51
however for one hundred
low brigham young and the twelve 54
and fifty years scholars have searched for a witness account written on the same day as the mantle experience 5515 if the experience
changing56 for followers of the prophet
ilfe changing51
was so intense and life
joseph why were none of the accounts that record the miracle
written on the day of the manifestation or shortly thereafter it is a
question that unfortunately cannot be answered definitively
A partial explanation may be that for the nauvoo citizens of
1844 and 1845 life was chaotic and dangerous the citizens were
stunned by events and some did not have the luxury of good
health time money or even access to writing materials 5717 after the
death of joseph and the acceptance of the leadership of brigham
and the twelve the saints primary goals were to feed their families and to finish the nauvoo temple as quickly as possible58
possible58
a charge repeatedly given by joseph smith and then amplified
by brigham young 59 in fact judge william hyde recorded that
brigham young spoke in the afternoon session of the august 8
meeting concerning the need to finish the nauvoo temple 60
the urgency expressed by young motivated the nauvoo
saints to complete as much of the temple in the next eighteen
months as had been accomplished in the previous three years 61
he organized the brethren into work crews and continued to commit the sisters to contribute a penny a week for glass and nails
furthermore brigham put the missionary work in order studied
joseph smiths plan for an expansion of gathering places and vigorously pushed industrial development and construction numerous new frame and brick homes as well as the seventies hall were
61
erected in the next year 62
additionally the nauvoo saints were threatened by mobs and
other lawless citizens and the stresses that led to the murders of

the

161
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joseph and hyrum immediately reappeared leading to the abandonment of nauvoo by 1846 grief and depression followed the
martyrdom and recurring diseases such as malaria and cholera
were both endemic and virulent in this river town even during the
best of times which deterred record keeping 63 bloody flux summer sickness typhoid and tuberculosis are all named in the records
of the city after josephs death in addition to the normal childhood diseases of the nineteenth century that were often fatal 64
thirteen year old george washington bean summed up the
years following the prophets death as being filled with hardships
such as scurvy and blackleg he was forced to grow up fast during this season 1I managed most of the family business as most of
my folks were ill 65 caroline barnes crosby verified that persecution continued all around us the brethren were obliged to be on
guard all the time the sickly season soon commenced 1I was sick
16
one of the brethren on guard was appleton milo
several weeks 66
harmon who wrote
161
165

they arose in mob and broke open the jail and killed joseph and
hyrum and severely wounded elder john taylor on the 27th day of
june 1844 during this time 1I was serving as policeman on almost
constant duty night and day and in so doing exposed myself to wet
and cold and soon after was taken sick with chills and fever and for
three months was very sick in fact the sickest 1I ever was in my life
17
my recovery was but slowly 67

emily smith hoyt explained that she was often sick two or
three months at a time and her life despaired of by her friends her
husband was in even worse health 68 in such an atmosphere journal keeping was simply not a priority for people who were trying
to survive and still accomplish the lords work in his journal

joseph grafton hovey recorded
said let the lord god of israel choose then the twelve
did explain the subject and made it as clear as the noon day sun of
their power and authority given them by joseph have not time and
space to write all the particulars for 1I do work hard on the temple
of the lord cutting and sawing stone and 1I do get so fatigued when 1I
19
leave my labors that I1 have not much courage to write my life 69

the people

additionally most of the ordinary folk did not keep records
daybooks most
diary entries if kept at all were generally logs or daybooks
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996
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members even those few who kept journals were very circumspect and may have been uncomfortable with writing about sacred
71
one early saint
spiritual and emotional events as many are today 70
recorded her feelings about a vision she had experienced years
before she spoke or wrote of it
when a true spirit makes known anything to you in the daytime we
call it a vision if it is a true spirit it will never leave you every particular will be as plain fifty years hence as now I1 said to myself then my
vision 1I saw in kentucky when 1I thought 1I could almost see zion
was a true vision though 1I did not know what to call it and seldom

ever spoke of it for 1I thought it was given to me for my own benefit

71

folly appreciated the pivotal importance of
others may have not fully
the meetings of that day and of the mantle experience until later in
their lives because of the very personal nature of a spiritual experience some saints may have been reluctant to record their impressions
in a letter to elder george S gibbs benjamin E johnson explains
so deeply was I1 impressed with what I1 saw and heard in the transfigura tion that for years 1I dared not tell what was given me of the lord
uration
to see but when in later years I1 did publicly bear this testimony I1
found that others had testified to having seen and heard the same
but to what proportion of the congregation that were present 1I
could never know but 1I do know that this my testimony is true 72

churchs progresby the time they recorded their experiences the churche
sion under president youngs leadership and the accounts of others
who had attended the meeting had helped to validate their experience and testifying to its reality had become an honorable activity

early written accounts two womens testimonies
it is not always possible to determine when each account was
first recited or written two of the earliest known accounts of the
mantle experience were recorded by caroline barnes crosby and
emily smith hoyt two formidable pioneer women they recorded
their mantle testimonies when they finally found the essential element they needed a solid block of time at the end of 1850 after
six hectic and life threatening years caroline and emily both
found the time and solitude to begin journals of their experiences
each woman felt that the mantle story was important enough to
include at the beginning of her history
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8
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caroline barnes crosby was one of the first women to be
called as a missionary for the church assigned to serve with her
71
husband jonathan crosby 73
in 1846 the indefatigable caroline left
nauvoo in 1848 she helped lead her family from council bluffs
71
iowa to the salt lake valley 74
then in the spring of 1850 jonathan
and caroline along with addison pratt and louisa barnes pratt
carolines sister accepted a mission assignment to the society
islands a group of islands in the west part of french polynesia
during the fall of 1850 jonathan and addison conducted business
elsewhere leaving caroline and louisa alone on the island of
oftubuai
tubuai
tubuli
71
manu 75
there caroline could finally settle down long enough to
write her memoirs including her account of the mantle experience an educated witness caroline wrote
sidney rigdon came to the stand and tried to show to the people that
he was the rightful successor of joseph and his arguments were so
persuaded to believe him such but
powerful that many were almost pursuaded
as soon as the twelve apostles with bro brigham young at their head
took the stand it was shown conclusively where the power rested it
was the first time that 1I ever thought he brigham resembled bro
joseph but almost every one exclaimed that the mantle of joseph
had fallen on brigham for one 1I never had any doubts afterwards 76

but caroline did not write with the passion of emily smith
hoyt who arrived in the utah territory on october 30 1851 77
emily was the prophets cousin the daughter of joseph smiths
71
uncle asael who had served briefly as patriarch to the church 78
she found time to write her memoirs just before she left her home
in iowa to travel to the utah territory 79
in 1840 emily and her husband samuel pierce hoyt had purchased property just over the river from nauvoo in nashville now
galland lee county iowa erected a cabin and then built a very
substantial home with ten bedrooms and five fireplaces emily
described her home as being just four miles from a certain point
eventually we could see the nauvoo temple by
in nauvoo
standing in my front door 80
she and her family had supported joseph smith from the first
moment they read the book of mormon in 1834 after learning of
the murders of emilys
boyts traveled across the
emiles two cousins the hoyts
river to nauvoo emily recalled we returned from that melancholy scene heart sick and sorrowful cast down but not in despair 81
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meeting at which she witnessed brigham young appear as joseph S P
refers to her husband samuel pierce hoyt courtesy jonathan A dibble
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she continued we were summoned over the river again and went
1182
82
to hear what was wanted 2182
thus samuel and emily were in nauvoo for the meeting in the bowery on august 8 1844 where they
brighams
witnessed Brig
hams transformation for five long years starting in
1846 emilys
emiles home served as a way station for LDS refugees a
place where saints could receive aid and nursing care before they
followed the twelve west 83
by 1851 emily was determined that the whole world know
of her unflagging testimony concerning her cousin knowing that
the smith family was split in their loyalties to brigham young
emily began her record with her mantle testimony and justified
her choices in following the saints west emphasizing that she and
joseph were about the same age and that joseph had spent much
time in her home she explained that on august 8 1844
president B Y brigham young arose from his seat
and
addressed the audience 1I had been well acquainted with joseph the
latter part of his life we had been at his home many times and
but the god of
joseph hiram and families felt at home with us
heaven who had said it was his business to provide for his saints
sent president B young home just in time and clothed him not with
the mantle of elijah but the spirit and power which had rested on
joseph 1I was an eye and ear witness the manner of reasoning the
expression of the countenance the sound of the voice thrilled my
1I knew that joseph was dead and yet I1 often startled
whole soul
and involuntarily looked at the stand to see if it was not joseph it
was not it was brigham young and if any one doubts the right of
brigham to manage affairs for the saints all I1 have to say to them is
this get the spirit of god and know for yourselves the lord will
provide for his own 84

emily smith hoyt was an educated woman a graduate of a
teachers academy and not given to hyperbole or superstition she
had family ties to joseph smith and knew him well she was certainly also acquainted with brigham young it seems hard to imagine that she could have been duped by a bit of theatrical mimicry

the prophet Is not dead

childrens testimonies

adults were not the only witnesses of the mantle event
witham
A number of those present at the meeting were children william
van orden carbine was only nine years old in 1844 but he was

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8
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well acquainted with the prophet joseph he remembered sitting
in the meeting with his mother adelia rider carbine and saying
the prophet is not dead for 1I see him on the stand williams
experience became a favorite story of his mother who retold it
81
many times 85
james madison fisher an eleven year old who had often
played ball with the prophet joseph also remembered the unexpected vision of his friend
rigdon spoke first it did not have the wright sic ring to it when he
sat down brother brigham got up the mantle of joseph fell upon
him he was the picture of the prophet joseph and he had the
prophets voice it was a great surprise for the people the saints was
86
shown who was to be their leader 81

one of the children eight year old mary field specifically identified what she was doing at the time of the event she recalled
mother mary harding field had the baby on her knee who was
playing with a tin cup he dropped it attracting our attention to
the floor mother stooped over to pick it up when we were startled by hearing the voice of joseph looking up quickly we saw the
form of the prophet joseph standing before us brother brigham
looked and talked so much like joseph that for a minute we
thought it was joseph 877

the mantle testimonies are finally published
emily smith hoyt and caroline barnes crosby wrote their
memoirs a few years after the event long before the first detailed
accounts of the mantle experience were published it was not
until the 1870s that a mantle account relating in detail the miraculous vision of joseph was finally published and made generally
accessible to the members of the church 88
orson hydes remembrance of his mantle experience was
delivered publicly in salt lake city on october 6 1869 and published in the deseret news semiweekly
semi weekly on november 16 1869 89
but it was george Q cannons testimony that the congregation
both saw and heard joseph with their natural eyes and ears
published in the juvenile instructor in 1870 that became the
major source for transfiguration accounts by mormon historians
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such as B H roberts in A comprehensive history of the church
90 on
day
jesus
april 8 1872 wilford
saints
christ
latter
of
of
woodruff publicly bore his testimony concerning the mantle experience this testimony was published in the deseret news weekly
on may 22 1872 91 cannon and woodruffs
woodruffe published testimonies
were followed by other testimonies that were recorded in histories
written by edward W tullidge and orson FE whitney 92 A mantle
statement from william C staines was published in the contribu93
1
years
his
death
after
tor in june 1891
ten
189
in 1905 the young women of the church were also presented with the deeply personal testimonies of three redoubtable
mormon women who remembered august 8 1844 as a day that
changed their lives maria wealthy wilcox jane snyder richards
and rachel ridgeway grant each wrote about their memories of
comans
joseph the prophet for the young womans
womansjournal
journal 94
like wilcox richards and grant many witnesses did not
write about their experience until late in their lives perhaps the
published accounts validated their own experience perhaps they
were pressured by their children to write the story they had told
over the years As death approached they may have felt the need
to leave their written testimonies for posterity or they may have
wanted to leave a document that would silence any doubters several of the accounts became grand almost poetic proclamations of
belief as though the writers felt that the formal rhetoric would
lend weight to their testimonies

mantle testimonies into the twentieth century
mantle testimonies recorded after 1900 begin to read very
much alike probably because the participants had read the published accounts however significant and unique renderings were
still to come on july 2 1902 the first known legal document concerning the mantle event made its appearance in a statement that
john welch swore before the county clerk in logan cache county
utah 95 the last documented letter testimony by a living participant of the mantle experience appeared in 1918 by eliza ann
haven westover 96
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bishop george romney twice testified publicly seventy five years after
josephs death romney was only thirteen
when he witnessed the mantle event at
age eighty eight he delivered his testimony in the ensign ward in salt lake city
on june 22 1919 the message was so
powerful that a listener immediately recorded his words for posterity

eim
eik
ilk OW

shall never forget in this world or in
the world to come the scene as brigham young arose
when brigham
john welch 1823 1910
got up the mantle of joseph smith fell
photo taken about 1900
upon him it was josephs voice it was
courtesy carolyn baxter
josephs appearance and 1I testify to
you if I1 never again do so on this
earth in the presence of god and angels that this is verily the truth
this is true that the mantle of joseph did fall upon brigham young
and the people knew it 97
1I

with equal power bishop romney also bore his testimony before
the swedish saints in salt lake city on december 17 1919 it was
published for the missionaries of the church in the april 13 1920
91
93
Elders
edition of Li
eldersjournal
liahona
the
Journal
abona

conclusion

at least eighty two people have declared through their own
or others records that brigham young took on the appearance
voice andor mannerisms of the prophet joseph smith when
we include the records that state without further explanation
that the mantle fell on brigham we can increase the number of
these testimonies these records are impressive evidence that
must be weighed carefully the introduction to the legal text
eyewitness testimony civil and criminal explains the value
of eyewitness testimony lawyers can neither afford to exclude
eyewitness testimony legally nor ignore it sometimes it is the
only evidence available and it is often correct 99
in his book in search of stones psychiatrist M scott peck
states one of the tests of proof of reality is termed consensual
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validation
is
that isj
isa whenever two or more very different
people make exactly the same extraordinary assessment of a phenomenon
no menon then
it needs to be taken seriously 100
for those who accept with little question the visions and spiritual experiences of the prophet joseph smith and his associates it is
also plausible that a large body of saints could witness a miraculous
manifestation at meetings of the school of the prophets and gatherings at the time of the kirtland temple dedication numbers of saints
experienced group manifestations 101 nancy alexander tracy reported that during the dedication of the kirtland temple in 1836
heavenly beings appeared to many 102 As with the mantle experience not all the saints present reported having seen these visions 103
nor did everyone who was reported by others to have seen a vision
personally record the experience those to whom visions have been
opened may well report seeing different things as was the case with
the personal descriptions of a manifestation shared in hawaii by a
group of saints that included david 0 mckay 104
in spite of the silence of some in regard to the events of
august 8 the time lapse between the event and the written expression of others and differences in detail or similarities in wording of
the written accounts the simple fact remains that many saints
most of whom attended that conference in the grove behind the
nauvoo temple testified that they saw heard andor felt a manife
festation
that helped determine or confirm the direction of the rest

of their lives
lynne watkins jorgensen is a licensed genealogist and a retired family history
researcher at the family history department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints

NOTES
or more on these events see ronald K esplin joseph brigham and the
for
twelve A succession of continuity BYU studies 2 11 no 3 1981 30141
301 41 and

hickman succession in the presidency m
in encyclopedia of mormonism ed daniel H ludlow 5 vols new york macmillan 1992 31420 21
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3the
athe
he term transfiguration was used by early LDS writers in reference to
the specific meeting of august 8 1844 when the mantle of the prophet joseph
descended upon brigham young although not everyone witnessed a change in
the voice and form of brigham young many reported that they did hence the
use of the term one meaning of transfiguration is an act process or instance
of changing or being changed in form or appearance websters international
dictionary 3d
ad ed sv transfiguration compare matthew 171
17122
brigham young referred to the meeting as a conference brigham young
58
in injournal
journal of discourses 26 vols liverpool F D richards 1855 86 557
55758
july 19 1857 hereafter cited asjd
asad
bleonard
5leonard
leonard J arrington brigham young american moses new york
114 15 arrington acknowledges that it is possible to
alfred A knopf 1985 11415
attribute the mantle experience to the downcast spirits of the saints who had
mourned josephs passing for forty days their yearning to be comforted by their
lost leader their disappointment with rigdon whose ambition had diluted his
sincerity their surprise at the presence of brother brigham who was thought by
brighams
hams talent for mimicry
many to be still on his way back from boston and Brig
but observes that the diaries letters and later recollections of many of those
present testify to an experience that persuaded them that brigham was the new
joseph most mormon historians who have written about the mantle phenomenon matter of factly report that many saints later testified that they had witnessed
a miraculous transfiguration of brigham young see thomas G alexander things
witford woodruff a mormon
of heaven and earth the life and times of wilford
ailen and glen M
allen
prophet salt lake city signature books 1991 114 james B alien
ad ed salt lake city deseret book
leonard the story of the latter day saints 2d
toe mormon experience
1992 216 leonard J arrington and davis bitton the
A history of the latter day saints new york alfred A knopf 1979 84 85 and
power salt lake city sigD michael quinn the mormon hierarchy origins ofpower
of pomer
67
16667
nature books 1994 166
6richard
arichard
chard S van wagoner the making of a mormon myth the 1844 transfaljournal
ajournal ofmormon
iguration of brigham young dialogue A journal
of mormon thought 28 winter 1995 21
7
for more information on elijah elisha and prophetic succession see
ellsha and the children the question of accepting prophetic
fred E woods elisha
byustudies
58
studies 32 no 3 1992 47
succession BYU
4758
8jtt is important to understand the part that the vote of this conference
of jesus christ of
played in establishing the succession of authority in the church ofjesus
latter day saints the authority of the twelve as the governing body of the
church upon the death of a president was confirmed as the congregation chose
to support brigham young in his calling as president of the quorum of the
twelve each time a new president of the church is sustained this plan of priesthood leadership is followed see esplin joseph brigham and the twelve
301 40 see also hickman succession
30140
9the story of the lake powell family reunion is found in victor watkins
athe
diary june 19 1977 in possession of the author
10
10joseph
joseph smith jr history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
ad ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret book 1971
saints ed B H roberts 2d
6338 hereafter cited as history of the church
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see appendix 1I watkins william lampard this narrative of the mantle
experience is one of the more well written accounts though a member of a
working class london family william was one of six scholarship boys at brewers
school and received a classical education watkins became the executive secretary of the highly successful brigham city cooperative lynne watkins jorgensen
mormons
Mor mons 1840 45 what am 1I and my brethren here for
the first london cormons
masters thesis brigham young university 1988 69 100
12
see appendix 11
II leavitt dudley
13 see
II billington eliza eliza billington and john welch were
appendix 11
married in nauvoo on may 18 1845
while 1I was researching this paper katherine adams peterson a cynthia
bowen descendant learned of my project she immediately took a table napkin
cynthius
Cynt hias account see appendix 1I bowen cynthia
and on it wrote from memory cynthias
harrington durphy
15 see
11 stoker william
appendix II
andrew jenson ed historical record 8 march 1899 789
17
for attendance estimates see appendix I1 staines william C and
II lyman amasa mason and murdock horace
woodruff wilford and appendix 11
brigham young wrote the people assembled by thousands brigham young
27july
july 1837 1 april 1845 august 81844 holograph brigham young coldiary 27
lection archives division historical department the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS church archives for testi
that mention very young children see appendix 1I field mary and
timonies
II smith jane wadley
appendix 11
see appendix I1 hyde william
see appendix 1I adams william burton robert taylor hamblin jacob
19see
haven eliza ann hendricks drusilla dorris johnson benjamin franklin and
pace william bryam see appendix 11
II harris emmeline blanch woodward
knight samuel R perry eliza ann and taylor pleasant green
see appendix 1I call anson judd zadoc knapp and tracy nancy naomi
20see
II carrington albert charles wesley hubbards
Hub bards account
alexander see appendix 11
hubbardd
11 mentions a date of august 4 1844 and then goes on to describe the
in appendix II
meeting of august 8 this date is probably an error in memory or in transcription
21
see appendix 1I anred
allred
ailred
alired
aured william moore bullock thomas burton william
gates jacob hinckley arza erastus patten george woodruff wilford 1845
II angell truman 00. billington eliza cannon ann
account and appendix 11
ellsworth edmund preece luvera ellen ensign smith john sivel snow james
chauncey and stoker william
men ill
see appendix 1I gates jacob menill
lii phileman christopher smoot marmerrill
garet thompson mcmeans adkinson joseph fieldings journal entry regarding
the conference does not mention a transfiguration but states simply that 11I felt
Rig dons authority
partly because the spirit did not bear
doubtful about it rigdons
witness to it fielding continues

I

rigdon again addressed us but seemed
to have no liberty or power after which elder brigham young spoke to
the people
he had much liberty and the power of the spirit in
speaking
and the saints soon began to see how things were and
that the 12 must now hold the keys of power and authority according

A meeting was called and
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to the revelation which says the 12 are equal with the first presidency joseph fielding they might have known that he was not
a fallen prophet the nauvoo journal of joseph fielding andrew
F ehat ed BYU studies 19 no 2 1979
19791
155 original in LDS
church archives typescript in special collections and manuscripts
harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah hereafter cited as BYU archives

lorenzo hill hatch was serving a mission in vermont when he received
word of the martyrdom at the same time he received a spiritual witness that
brigham should succeed joseph
received the sad news of this awful affair the martyrdom in the
town of bristol addison county vermont while I1 yet had the letter
in my hand this letter was written by my uncle who claimed that sidney rigdon was the man to lead the church a voice spoke to me
and said brigham young is the successor of joseph smith
lorenzo hill hatch lorenzo hill hatch journal typescript 282
copied from original journals by ruth savage hilton
1I

23see
see

appendix I1 duncan homer
24
see appendix 1I hancock mosiah lyman
25
see appendix I1 johnson benjamin F
26 see
appendix 1I johnson benjamin F although josephs tooth had been
repaired before his death to benjamin johnson the whistle was proof that he had
heard josephs voice
27 see
appendix 1I morris george
oung diary august 8 1844 this passage is in brigham youngs handYoung
writing with his spelling and punctuation dean C jessee identifies which diary
passages are actually written by brigham young and which are written by scribes
see dean C jessee the writings of brigham young western historical quarterly 4 july 1973 284
19
history of the church 7250 italics in original
31 31brigham young
brigham
mjd
injd
ined 557 july 19 1857
31see
see appendix I1 ashby benjamin crosby caroline bames
barnes hancock
mosiah lyman hoyt emily smith and laub george
32 see
appendix 1I cannon george Q
33 see
appendix I1 bullock thomas and woodruff wilford
34
34while
by sight he is taken from us and
while the prophet lived we all walked bysight
lysight
we must now walk by faith after he brigham explained matters so satisfacEli
torily that every saint could see that elijass
elijahs
jahs mantle had truly fallen upon the
special meeting times and seasons 5 september 2 1844 637
twelve
35 see
II carrington albert brigham young referred to barring
appendix 11
carring
tons experience which he said took place during the october conference of
1844 brigham young ined
injd
mjd 558 july 19 1857
31
31brigham
1856 164
july 29 18567
brigham young remarks deseret news jidy
37 see
appendix I1 romney george
38see
see esplin joseph brigham and the twelve 301 41
39
manuscript minutes of brigham young sermon december 25 1857
IDS
brigham young collection LDS
ins church archives
11
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40

40miscellaneous
miscellaneous minutes

february 12 1849 brigham young collection

church archives
41see
see appendix 1I woodruff wilford
42see
see appendix 11
II hunter edward and cheney talitha garlik avery
43see
see appendix 1I call anson and allred william moore
44
see appendix 1I duncan homer
45effie
emmie
effie ensign merrill essay for the sea gull camp of daughters of utah pioneers september 12 1941 copy in possession of the author
41see
see appendix 11
II clements ada winchell some years later albert sent a
letter with an elder asking his wife for a divorce which she granted both partners remarried after the death of both mates albert rejoined the church traveled to utah and he and ada went with their son to the endowment house
where they were remarried and sealed the lonely trail in our pioneer heritage comp kate B carter 20 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers
1958 77 311112
3111 12
47see
see appendix 11
II leavitt jeremiah
11 clawson ennen
41see
see appendix II
effen
ellen spencer
eilen
elien
see carol cornwall madsen in their own words women and the story
49see
of Nauvoo salt lake city deseret book 1994 168 185 204 235 242 255 56
ofnauvoo
51 51quinn mormon
quinn
hierarchy 166 first italics added
51john
5john
ajohn henry evans and minnie egan anderson ezra T benson pioneer
statesman saint salt lake city deseret news press 1947 88 89
52 see
appendix 1I burton william
see appendix 1I woodruff wilford
53see
5413
5413rent
roll on
brent
rent L top and lawrence R flake the kingdom of god will ron
succession in the presidency ensign 26 august 1996 25
51a
A few nauvoo saints who kept daily records personal or official made
entries on august 8 recording the results or proceedings of the meeting without
mentioning a mantle experience at that time see appendix I1 huntington zina
diantha wilford woodruff concerned with keeping an official record made
careful notes on the comments made by the speakers during the conference but
makes no mention of a specific spiritual manifestation at the meeting see scott G
1833 1898 midvale utah signature
kenney ed wilford Woodruf
woodruff
jss journal 18331898
books 198384
1983 84 434 40 in their personal journals william clayton and
heber C kimball both briefly mention only the results of the vote taken at the
journals of william
tbejournals
meeting see george D smith an intimate chronicle the
clayton salt lake city signature books 1991 142 and heber C kimball journal LDS church archives
willard richards
ss journal has a two and one half page entry for august 7 a
richardss
Richard
very brief entry for august 8 followed by a blank page then another long entry for
august 9 the entry marked august 8 is made up of a few short lines that simply
state that rigdon spoke in the morning and that the twelve were voted by the
church to stand as the first presidency then richards writes see times and seasons the first reference to the august 8 meeting in the times and seasons is in
1844 see note 34 indicating that richards probably
the issue dated september 221844
made the entry after august 8 willard richards journal LDS church archives
thomas bullocks personal journal has no entries for august 8 1844 see
note 64 however he did attend the meeting and kept minutes his notes for the
LDS
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afternoon meeting make no mention of a mantle experience his minutes of the
morning meeting taken in his particular shorthand are notes taken during sid
Brig hams speeches with no additional comments of any kind thomas
neys and brighams
bullock minutes thomas bullock collection LDS church archives
caroi
carol C madsen comments some human experiences are so intense and
life changing that memory returns not only the event in its fullness but also the
emotions that surround it madsen in their own words 158
57
for a discussion concerning the lack of paper in nauvoo in 1844 see
george W givens in old nauvoo everyday life in the city of ofjosepb
joseph salt lake
city deseret book 1990 266 on november 13 1844 the nauvoo neighbor
ac
announced a lack of paper caused by the bad state of navigation &c
18after
after giving his testimony of the mantle falling on brigham young edmund
ellsworth explained that president young told them that the temple must be
built he added we went to work as one in poverty edmund ellsworth autobiography ca 1892 holograph 4455 LDS church archives
59
59esplin
esplin joseph brigham and the twelve 330 they did complete
enough of the temple to enable many to receive their endowments before the
exodus in 1846
see appendix I1 hyde william
garrington
arlington and bitton mormon experience 85
allen and leonard story of the latter day saints 202
63 some
diarists who had been keeping fairly regular diaries stopped writing
around the time of the martyrdom and did not resume until later for example
thomas bullocks personal journal shows a gap from june 15 until october 8
1844 charles coulson rich made no entries from june 281844
28 1844 to january 1 1845
and eliza roxcy snow ceased writing in april 1843 and did not resume until february 1846 davis bitton guide to mormon diaries and autobiographies
provo utah brigham young university press 1977 47 289 331 32 abraham 0
smoot stopped writing in his journal about the time he returned to nauvoo
july 28 1844 and picked up his narrative again on october 9 1844 abraham
owen smoot abraham owen smoot journal 1844
1845 abraham owen
18441845
smoot papers BYU archives
64
givens sickness and death in old nauvoo 112
30
11230
65
george washington bean george washington bean and his family
records comp flora diana bean home salt lake city utah printing 1945 23 3 11
barnes crosby memoirs begun at tubuai
1851V
caroline bames
tubuli society islands 185
LDS church archives
67
67appleton
appleton milo harmon appleton milo harmons early history and journal for his travels through the united states england and scotland in 1850
1851
1851 and 1852 BYU archives
IDS
emily smith hoyt reminiscences and diaries 1851 1893 19 20 LDS
church archives
19
19joseph
joseph grafton hovey biography of joseph grafton hovey copied and
arranged from his journal by his grand son M R hovey of logan utah typescript BYU archives hoveys
honeys use of the phrase as clear as the noon day sun
16 dac
sometimes associated with a visionary experience JS H 1116
d&c 1103 acts 93
may or may not have any special significance
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while teaching family history classes for the BYU salt lake center I1 asked
my students how many of them had personally experienced a spiritual manifestation or knew of a spiritual experience of someone close to them nearly every
hand went up 1I then asked how many had written these experiences down
nearly every hand went down only one or two of the students had actually kept
a journal account when 1I asked why they had not recorded the experience they
answered that they were uncomfortable writing about sacred events
martha pane jones thomas autobiography in daniel stillwell thomas
family history salt lake city kate woodhouse kirkham 1927 30 3 11 spelling
standardized
71 see
appendix 1I johnson benjamin F
73
carol cornwall madsen mormon missionary wives in nineteenth
mormon history 13 1986 87 61
century polynesia journal
orn
of mommon
ofmormon
71
crosby memoirs unpaged
75
crosby memoirs unpaged
76 see
appendix 1I crosby caroline bames
barnes
77
hoyt reminiscences and diaries 67
78 78andrew
andrew jenson latter day saint biographical encyclopedia A compilation of biographical sketches of prominent men and women in the church
ofjesus
of jesus christ of latter day saints 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson history 1901 36 1182
79hoyt
hoyt reminiscences and diaries 19 20
ohoyt
8hoyt
hoyt reminiscences and diaries 19
ohoyt
8hoyt
hoyt reminiscences and diaries 20
82
hoyt reminiscences and diaries 20
13
21
hoyt reminiscences and diaries 20
2021
84 see
appendix 1I hoyt emily smith
15 see
II carbine william van orden
appendix 11
86 see
appendix 1I fisher james madison
87 see
appendix 1I field mary
As previously noted the only official mantle references that had been
previously published were brigham youngs reference in 1857 to albert barring
carring
tons experience and the statements in the times and seasons and the millen-

nial star
appendix 1I hyde orson in this 1869 discourse orson hyde speaks
as if he had been present at the august 8 conference in nauvoo he mentions rig
dons speech to the congregation as well as brigham youngs however wilford
orsons arrival in nauvoo on august 13
woodruff s diary places oarsons
gosee
see appendix 1I cannon george Q see also B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church ofjesus
of jesus christ of latter day saints century one 6
vols provo utah the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1965 2418
history of the church 7236 n george Q cannons account has become a
widely quoted source for the mantle stories in major histories of the nauvoo
period it is still accepted as a faithful version and reappears in contemporary LDS
historical and educational materials elder cannons account was quoted most
recently in the ensign along with the 1903 benjamin F johnson letter to elder
george S gibbs see top and flake kingdom of god will roll on 25
see appendix 1I woodruff wilford
91see
see
89see
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asee
see tullidge life of brigham young and orson F whitney history of
9see
1892 1904
utah salt lake city cannon and sons 18921904
see
93see

appendix 1I staines william C
94 see
appendix 1I ivins rachel ridgeway richards jane snyder and
wilcox maria wealthy
see appendix I1 welch john
95see
91see
see appendix I1 haven eliza ann
see appendix 1I romney george
97see
asee
see appendix 1I romney george
9see
elizabeth
ellzabeth
eilzabeth F loftus and james M doyle eyewitness testimony civil and
ad ed charlottesville va michie company law publishers 1992 8
criminal 2d
italics added
loom
M scott peck holiness in
in search of stones A pilgrimage of faith
min
reason and discovery new york hyperion 1995 75
bachman jr the heavens resound A history of the latter
milton V bachmanjr
68
682
day saints in ohio 1830 1838 salt lake city deseret book 1983 264 687
284 309 see also kadd
kadi
kari ricks anderson joseph smiths kirtland eyewitness
karl
accounts salt lake city deseret book 1989 169
91
16991
102
bachman heavens resound 300
101ezra
ezra T benson makes no claim to having had a mantle vision personally
but mentions and apparently accepts the experience of others see note 48
A number of saints whose reminiscent accounts have been located are careful to
record that they were at the meeting on august 8 but make no specific reference
to a transfiguration see the following accounts 1 lucy diantha morley alien
ailen
allen
comans journal 17 december 1906
joseph smith the prophet young womans
537 2 gilbert belnap autobiography typescript 37 BYU archives 3 david E
fullmer A brief sketch of the life of david E fullmer and his father peter fullmer holograph 40 LDS church archives
104
lavina fielding anderson prayer under a pepper tree sixteen
accounts of a spiritual manifestation BYU studies 33 no 1 1993 7374
73 74
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appendix 1I firsthand testimonies
the

following are the testimonies of persons who left a record of their mantle experience these records were either written in the persons own hand or dictated by them to a scribe
women will be listed under the name they had in august 1844
this section includes names birth and death dates persons age in
august 1844 testimonies sources and appropriate notes

adams william
january 8 1822 september 30 1901 age 22
there was a great multitude attending the meeting more than
one half the crowd could not find seats and stood on their feet
never were so many at one meeting that 1I ever saw 1I was sitting
down and could not see the speakers on the stand 1I was listening
very attentively so that I1 could hear every word
I1 heard a voice speaking I1 was surprised and jumping to my

feet expecting joseph the prophet was speaking having heard him
often in public and private so that I1 was quite acquainted with his
voice this was a strong testimony that the twelve apostles were the
rightful leaders of the church and that the mouth of joseph had
fallen on brigham young

alired william moore
ailred
allred
december 24 1819 january 8 1901 age 24
sidney rigdon one of josephs counselors had moved to pittsburg
and when he heard of josephs death he came to nauvoo claiming
his right to lead the church at least he said the church was 14 years
gu ardien but brigham young the
guardeen
old and had the right to choose a guardien
president of the twelve apostles and others of the twelve that had
been on a mission just got home as the meeting was called for rigdon to preach and after he got through brigham got up and spoke
with such power that it convinced nearly all that were present that
the mantle of joseph had fallen on him I1 was perfectly satisfied 2
i
ashby benja
benjamin

december 19 1828 november 19 1907 age

15

soon the twelve began to return also sidney rigdon who endeavgu
guardain
ardain of the church and I1 was presored to have himself elected as guarvain
ant when he made his silly and boastful speach about leading the
ewerling
Tw erling the nose of queen victoria
church back to pittsburg and twerling
ac &c
ac too foolish to be worth remembering I1 did not know rigdon
&c
when he was in the spirit of his calling and cannot say what manner
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of man he was but when 1I knew him he had lost the favor of god
and he was as dry as sticks in his preaching
was in the congregation when the question of the succesion
succes ion
succession
solemnly
to the leadership of the church was before the people and 1I solemly
assert and testify that the last time I1 saw the features the gestures
and heard the sound of the voice of joseph smith was when the
form voice and countenance
countanance of brigham young was tranfiguard before the congregation so that he appeared like joseph smith in every
particular thus the lord showed the people that the mantle of
joseph had been bestowed upon brigham 3
1I

barney lewis
september 8 1808 november

5

1894 age 35

brigham young arnved in nauvoo with some
of the other apostles from a mission to the eastern states and called a
meeting and invited sidney rigdon to the stand and in the pre
presance
sance of
cresance
the assembled thousands of the saints said to sidney now if you have
any thing to say you have the apertunity and you can take the stanaj
stand
standj
but sidney declined and kept his seat president young then arose and
took the stand his face and countinence
ape
Counti nence having the apearance
arance of
abearance
joseph his voice and words were the familiar voice and words of our
I e congregation was fully satmannered
mattered
mart
ered prophet so much so the who
whoie
whole
isfied that the mantle of the prophet joseph had fallen on him and
some of the saints realy believed it was in reality the prophet him
himself
selff
seiff
posse sed my breast at that time 1I
well do 1I remember the feelings that possessed
possesed
countenance
knew it was brigham young and being familiar with the countinance
Counti nance
voice and the maner of the speech of the prophet joseph smith I1 also
knew the mantle of the prophet had fallen on brigham and it was marvelous and a mericle wrought by the power of god in the sight and
hearing of the whole multitude that they might never doubt that
brigham was the chosen leader of the church 4

the next day president

1

Durfey
durphydurfey
bowen cynthia harrington Durphy
november 50
1883 age 52
30 1811 november 1885
32
while at the prayer meeting that was called after hearing sydney rigdon speak an event that gave me great strength took place brigham
young stood before us & as 1I listened to him his countenance
changed & I1 saw the prophet joseph smith & heard his voice speaking as well & 1I knew who was to be the next prophet of the lord &
who was to lead the saints 5

brooke
brookehenry
hency
henry
no available dates
on

november 1844 henry and catharine brooke wrote from
nauvoo that brigham young favours br joseph both in person
15
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manner of speaking more than any person ever you saw looks
like another 6
&

buckwalter henry schuler
schiller
schnier
may 12 1831
183
1851 november 6 1908 age 13
was at the meeting when sidney rigdon tried to lay claim to the
presidency of the church and president brigham young told him
different and his voice and looks was precisely like that of the
prophet joseph 7

bullock thomas
december 23 1816 february

10 1885 age 27

uoseph
doseph and hyrum were two good men when living and they
they joseph

died good men they died martyrs for the truth and they sealed their
testimony with their blood and their testimony is true

the mantle of joseph fell on brigham young the blood of the
martyrs became as seed on the earth 8

burton robert taylor
october 25 1821 november 11 1907 age 22
this morning at the presiding bishops office after reading what purported to be an appeal to the latter day saints by frederick J smith in
regard to the successor of the prophet joseph smith jr 1I had occasion in conversation with bishop 0 P miller to refer to my experience in nauvoo illinois some time after the martyrdom of joseph and
hyrum smith and upon his request 1I made the following statement

this to my mind was one of the most critical periods in the history of the church A number of persons claimed the legal succession and to have this authority among them sidney rigdon james J
strang aaron and moses smith and others the occasion that I1 now
refer to was a general meeting of the latter day saints soon after the
return to nauvoo of president brigham young and other members of
the quorum of twelve apostles from their missions the meeting
had been called to order and after the usual opening exercises president brigham young arose to address the assembly

at that time I was not acquainted with president young but
1

his voice manner expression and in fact his personal appearance
martyred prophet that I1 rose from my
was so strikingly that of the martyred
seat as did hundreds of others to look at the prophet joseph smith
jr the likeness was so marked that I1 could hardly make myself
believe that the prophet had not himself returned not that there was
a resemblance between the two men I1 am not going to say why this
was other than 1I received it as an evidence to the people that god
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8
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had chose brigham young as successor to the prophet joseph smith
jr there were dozens even hundreds of others who were impressed just the same as I1 was at that time and 1I have heard many
many who are now gone make similar statements or expressions to
that 1I am here making
signed R T burton9
burtone

william
wliilam
burton wimmiam
october 3 1809 march

17 1851
1851 age 34

we arrived in nauvoo in may

there was one change more that
had taken place during the time that I1 was out on my mission
that grevious and hard to be bome
borne this was the martyrdom of the
prophet and seer and patriarch whose voices 1I could not hear
declaring the truths of heaven but their josephs and hyrams
hyrums
places were filled by others much better than 1I once was supposed
they could have been the spirit of joseph appeared to rest upon
great and mysterious are the ways of god10
god
brigham

cau
cali
call anson
cail
cah
1 0 august 31 1890 age 34
may 13 18
1810
islo
isio

the city on
the sunday following brigham and a portion of the twelve presented themselves in our congregation he said he had not come to
electioneer nor set up any particular claim but to do his duty and it
was for the people to judge between truth and error before he
brigham had spoken many sentences 1I discovered that it was the
voice of joseph and had 1I have been where my eyes could not have
beheld him I1 should have believed that joseph had been speaking it
was josephs voice and josephs gestures through the entire discourse I1 became perfectly satisfied that it was the voice for me to
follow in connection with the majority of the brethren

that week brigham young and others of the

12 came to

cannon george Q
january

11

1827 april 12 igo
1901
1901 age 17

Brig hams which the people
it was the first sound of his voice brighams
had heard since he had gone east on his mission and the effect upon
them was most wonderful who that was present on that occasion
can ever forget the impression it made upon them if joseph had
risen from the dead and again spoken in their hearing the effect
could not have been more startling than it was to many present at
that meeting it was the voice of joseph himself and not only was it
the voice of joseph which was heard but it seemed in the eyes
of the people as though it was the very person of joseph which
stood before them A more wonderful and miraculous event than
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was wrought that day in the presence of that congregation we never
heard of the lord gave his people a testimony that left no room for
doubt as to who was the man he had chosen to lead them they
both saw and heard with their natural eyes and ears and then the
words which were uttered came accompanied by the convincing
power of god to their hearts and they were filled with the spirit
and with great joy there had been gloom and in some hearts probably doubt and uncertainty but now it was plain to all that here was
the man upon whom the lord had bestowed the necessary authority
to act in their midst in josephs stead 12

cox elias
january 15 1835 may 8 1917 age 9
heard brother brigham speak and that is the first time that I1
ever saw two men look and sound so much alike in all my life and
after he had sat down 1I wondered where joseph had gone 13
1I

crosby caroline barnes
january

5

1807 february 16 1884 age 37

sidney rigdon came to the stand and tried to show to the
people that he was the rightful successor of joseph and his arguments were so powerful that many were almost pursuaded
persuaded to believe him such but as soon as the twelve apostles with bro brigham
young at their head took the stand it was shown conclusively where
the power rested it was the first time that 1I ever thought he
brigham resembled bro joseph but almost every one exclaimed
that the mantle of joseph had fallen on brigham for one 1I never had
any doubts afterwards we all soon became comforted concerning
our leaders but persecution continued all around us the brethren
were obliged to be on guard all the time 14

duncan homer
january 19 1815 march 23 1906 age 29
must make mention on one more manifestation of the lords
goodness to me at the special meeting held at nauvoo after the prophet joseph smiths death at the time that the mantle of the prophet of
the lord fell upon brigham young 1I sat listening to someone speaking with my head down my face in the palms of my hands and my
elbows on my knees while in this position brigham young came to
the stand and commenced to speak with the voice of joseph the
prophet being so well acquainted with the prophets voice 1I nearly
sprang from my seat through astonishment but I1 sat and heard the
prophets josephs voice as long as brigham young was speaking
joseph but the
not only did the voice of brigham sound like that ofofjoseph
very gestures of his right hand when he was saying anything very
I
1
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positive reminded me of joseph my decision was then made as to
who should lead the church of jesus christ of latter day saints for
surely the mantle of joseph has fallen upon brigham 15

ellsworth edmund
july

1

1819 december 29 1893
1895 age 25

to run for the president of the united states
I1 was called to the state of new york on an electioneering
electioneering mission to
which place I1 immediately started where I1 labored untill the death of
the prophet when I1 received a letter from president young calling the
elders home 1I was present at the meeting which tried president sydney rigdon where I1 plainly saw the mantle of the priesthood fall
upon president young with its power and spirit the testimony of
this was given to most of the congregation 16

the prophet concluded

field mary
february

1

1836 july 20 1943 age 8

after joseph smiths death there was some confusion

as to who
should be our leader sidney rigdon claimed to have had a vision that
he should be our head but 1I with my mother was present at the
meeting in the bowery when the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham
young while he was talking with the people mother had the baby on
her knee who was playing with a tin cup he dropped it attracting
our attention to the floor mother stooped over to pick it up when
we startled by hearing the voice of joseph looking up quickly we
saw the form of the prophet joseph standing before us brother
brigham looked and talked so much like joseph that for a minute we
thought it was joseph there was no doubt in the hearts of the saints

from that moment on who was to be their inspired leader

after brigham young was sustained as our prophet and leader
the church was again restored to order under his guiding hand the
saints were anxious to complete the nauvoo temple as they had
been commanded by the prophet joseph before his death by hard
work and determination the saints completed the temple and large
numbers received their endowments there 17

fisher james madison
july 22 1833 january

1

1907 age 11

the twelve apostles were all away from home

before they got back
sydney rigdon wanted to call a meeting and have the people choose
him for their leader the people said no wait untill the twelve comes
home brigham young was the first to acrive
arive after they all come home
there was a meeting caled to choose a leader it was held in a grove
where they held meetings in the summer time I1 was there rigdon
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spoke first it did not have the wright ring to it when he sat down
brother brigham got up the mantle of joseph fell upon him he was
ljoseph and he had the prophets voice it
the picture of the prophet joseph
was a great surprise for the people the saints was shown who was to
perm and started a
be their leader rigdon left the church went to penn
flat
flatened
church of his own wich soon flattened
ened out 18

garner mary field
see field mary

gates jacob
march 9 1811 april 14 1892 age 33
after the death of joseph and hyrum the excitement seemed to
die away meantime sidney rigdon who was a counseller
siller to joseph
Coun
counsiller
arived
arided and attempted to userpe authority
arthority over the church as the suc
ceser of joseph but the church was saved by the timely arival of
the twelve and the spirit of god which always teaches right and the
result was that rigdon was cut of from the church for his miss conduct and went up to pittsburg followed by a few who were men as
erness the power of
himself whose mouth was ful of cursing and bit
bitterness
bite mess
biterness
bitemess
Preast hood rested down upon the twelve backed up by the
the preasthood
spirit of god which enabled them to give that instruction which
seemed to unite the harts of the saints together as the heart of one
man they moved forward to build the temple 19

glines james harvey
april

19 1822

august 31 1905 age 22

Rig dons last lectures before the
arrived in time to hear sidney rigdons
church president brigham young and others of the twelve apostles
now arrived and appointed a meeting in the grove at the stand east
of the temple block
1I

sidney rigdon stopped speaking president brigham young
stood up and commenced speaking and all eyes were turned upon
him for he seemed to have the voice of the prophet joseph as many
testified at the time for he spoke with great power and authority to
the convincing of the saints that the mantle had fallen from joseph
to brigham 20

grant rachel ridgeway ivins
see ivins rachel ridgeway

Clough Cluff
greenhalgh mary cloughcluff
march 18 1814 december 16 1851
1851 age 30
see greenhalgh william
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greenhalgh william
july 29 1811 april 53 1882 age 33
in a few days sidney rigdon came up to nauvoo to see if
fo
the people would accept him as a guardian to act morjoseph
for rjoseph
forjoseph
joseph he told the
people if they did not accept him god would reject them as a people
with their dead he was to return to pittsburg and god would raise
up a people at pittsburg for him with uplifted hands he called on
god and angels to bear him witness he spoke next day to them and
to see if the people would accept him

just at this time came home brigham young and heber C kimball the morning following brigham young ordered the people to
bring a wagon to the south side of the congregation that the people
could all hear what he had to say brigham rose and said 1 I would to
god there was not such a hurried spirit here he spoke with such
power and the voice of joseph sounded through him so plain that
the people who could not see him knew that it was the voice of
joseph speaking through brigham young my wife mary sitting close
by me not able to turn her head asked me if that was joseph 1I told
her no but it was the voice of joseph speaking through brigham
young this was a living testimony that the mantle had fallen from
joseph on to brigham and from this time many wanted to well off
and part from the saints but brigham forbid them and told them
that the flock must not be scattered 21

hamblin jacob
april 2 1819 august 31 1886 age

25

come the 24th when 1I arnved at nauvoo 1I saw thare was a
gertherin of the saints at the stand as 1I drew nere I1 saw mr sidney
rigdon addressing the congregation I1 listened a few minits
dinits and
said in my hart it was not the vois of the trew sepherd 22
at nauvoo I1 found sidney rigdon busy among the saints trying to establish his claim to the presidency of the church he was
first counselor to the prophet joseph at the time of the batters
lat
latters
ters death
the church was fourteen years old and he claimed that it was its
privilege and duty to appoint a guardian and he wished the people
to sanction his guardianship
I1 was

much dissatisfied with the course he was taking and as
1I could not sustain him 1I felt to leave nauvoo for a season 1
I went
into the country where 1I had left my wife and two children with my
sister melissa

on the 8th
ath of august

1844 1I attended a general meeting of
the saints elder rigdon was there urging his claims to the presidency of the church his voice did not sound like the voice of the
true shepherd when he was about to call a vote of the congregation
to sustain him as president of the church elders brigham young
parley P pratt and heber C kimball stepped into the stand
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I

1
I will manage
brigham young remarked to the congregation 1
this voting for elder rigdon he does not preside here this child
meaning himself will manage this flock for a season the voice
and the gestures of the man were those of the prophet joseph

the people with few exceptions

visibly saw that the mantle
of the prophet joseph had fallen upon brigham young to some it
seemed as though joseph again stood before them

arose to my feet and said to a man sitting by me that is the
23
voice of the true shepherd the chief of the apostles 1113
1I

hancock mosiah lyman
april 9 1834 january 14 1907 age

10

altho only a boy I1 saw the mantle of the prophet joseph rest on
lion like to the occasion and lead the
brigham young and he arose lionlike
people forth
remember sidney rigdon in his great desire to become
guardian of the church but I1 had seen the prophet joseph proclaim
these words before the people 1 I have carried sidney rigdon long
enough I1 now throw him from my shoulders if my brother hyrum
wishes to pick him up and carry him he may I1 carry him no longer
1I

saw brother brigham young of the quorum of the twelve
arise before the people and 1I saw in him the look of joseph and the
voice of joseph and it seemed to me that he was as tall as joseph too
I1 knew that the mantle of joseph had fallen on brigham 1I had heard
fur
furtherence of this
the prophet say from the frame that he threw the furtherance
therence
church and kingdom upon the shoulders of the twelve that they
should bear and send this gospel to every nation under heaven 24
I1

harper john nelson
march 9 1813 march 31 1863 age 31
when the twelve returned home the saints was troubled to know
who should lead the church sidney rigdon was there from pittsburg and wanted to choose a guardian for the church but when bro
brigham arose on the stand 1I received a testimony for myself he
appeared to me as if it was bro joseph and it was josephs voice and
there the mantle of joseph fell on brigham he brigham said it was
no enviable place to stand at the head of the people for at them the
arrows of the enemy would be directed but he was willing to stand
where god placed him 2515

haven eliza ann
may 15 1829 january 20 1923 age 15

the

question was a general one what shall we do without our
prophet I1 was then 15 years of age and we all felt so sad I1 was at the
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meeting when sidney rigdon arose and declared himself our true
prophet and leader very few responded to his declaration I1 am happy
to say that not one of my fathers family felt he was the right one soon
after pres brigham young came home from the east where he had
been on a mission 1I was at the meeting when the mantle of bro
josephs encircled him
when he spoke it was in bro josephs
voice I1 arose to my feet and said to my mother our prophet has
come to life mother we have bro joseph back for there he stood as
plain as I1 ever saw him in life and his voice and features were truly
those of our beloved prophet shortly a mist seemed to pass from bro
Brig
brighams
hams face and there stood brother young talking in his natural
voice but we knew he was to be our leader hundreds witnessed the
same thing but not all that were there had that privilege 26

hendricks drusilla dorris
february 8 1810 may 20 1881 age 54
34
it was not long before sidney rigdon called a meeting in order
to present his claims to the presidency of the church some of the
twelve had returned from their missions and the day the meeting
was held and while it was in session brigham young president of
the quorum of the twelve apostles and others slipped up to the
stand and said nothing until sidney rigdon was through he was
standing near the center of the audience in a wagon As the meeting
was in the boury bowery then pres brigham young began to
speak I1 jumped up to look and see if it was not brother joseph for
surely it was his voice and gestures every latter day saint could easily see upon whom the priesthood descended for brigham young
held the keys sidney rigdon led off a few but where are they now
they have dwindled away in unbelief and have come to naught 2717

hinckley arza erastus
august

15 1827

february 18 1901 age 16

entry after 20 november 1844 in the diary of arza hinckley at
homm
brigham young university states
horm
and brigham young on hom
horn
the mantle of the prophet joseph has falen is a men of god and he
11211
28
ceeps
beeps all things in good order 11281

the

hoyt emily smith
september

1

1806 august 6 1893 age 37

after the martyrdom we emily and samuel were summoned over
the river again and went to hear what was wanted brigham young
then president of the twelve had returned home the people were
convened in the old bowry where joseph had last spoken to the
people sydney rigdon made a speech and claimed to have authority
to lead the church others had similar claims none appeared reasonable to me the last one arose it was the then president of the
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twelve brigham young he spoke to the people altogether in a difproceeded
eded him A crowd of
ferent style from any of those who had prece
ses arose after B Y had sat down and testified to the truth
witnessses
witness
of what he had said president B Y arose from his seat the second
time and addressed the audience 1I had been well acquainted with
joseph the latter part of his life we had been at his home many times
and joseph hiram and families felt at home with us emily writes of
events leading to martyrdom of joseph and hyrum
but the god
of heaven who had said it was his business to provide for his saints
sent president B young home just in time and clothed him not with
the mantle of elijah but the spirit and power which had rested on
joseph I1 was an eye and ear witness the manner of reasoning the
expression of the countenance the sound of the voice thrilled my
whole soul my own eyes had beheldjosephs
beheld josephs murdered body my own
hands had felt deaths icy coldness on his once noble forehead 1I knew
that joseph was dead and yet I1 often startled and involuntarily
looked at the stand to see if it was not joseph it was not it was
brigham young and if any one doubts the right of brigham to manage
affairs for the saints all 1I have to say to them is this get the spirit of
god and know for yourselves the lord will provide for his own has
the word of the lord ever failed br young will not live forever
clothed with mortality but he who rules in heaven and on earth will
19
control all things by the counsel of his own will saints will live 29

huntington zina diantha
23
january 13 1821 august 27 1901 age 25
went to meeting in the afternoon thanks be to him who reigns on
high the majority of the twelve are here brigham youngs spoke
and the church voted that the 12 should act in the office of there
31
calling next to joseph or the three first presidents 30
1I

never can it be told in words what the saints suffered in those days of
trial but the sweet spirit the comforter did not forsake them and
when the twelve returned the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham

when 1I approached the stand on the occasion when sidney
rigdon was striving for the guardianship of the church president
young was speaking it was the voice of joseph smith not that of
brigham young his very person was changed the mantle was truly
given to another there was no doubting this in the minds of that vast
assembly all witnessed the transfiguration and even today
to day thousands
bear testimony thereof I1 closed my eyes I1 could have exclaimed 1I know
that is joseph smiths voice yet I1 knew he had gone but the same
spirit was with the people the comforter remained 31

hyde orson
january 8 1805 november 28 1878 age 39
will tell you that as long as god has a church on the earth he will
govern it now 1I will tell you a little of my feelings in relation to it
1I
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know that when president young returned with the twelve to nauvoo he gathered them around him and said he 1 I want you to disperse among the congregation and feel the pulse of the people while
I1 go upon the stand and speak
I1

we went among the congregation and president young went
on the stand well he spoke and his words went through me like
electricity am 1I mistaken said 1I or is it really the voice of joseph
smith this is my testimony it was not only the voice of joseph but
joseph there
there were the features the gestures and even the stature of ofjoseph
before us in the person of brigham and though it may be said that
president young is a complete mimic and can mimic anybody 1I
would like to see the man who can mimic another in stature who was
or five
jive inches higher than himself every one who was inabout four orfice
aboutfour
orfive
spired by the spirit of the lord felt it they knew it they realized it
sat myself down in the midst of the congregation with my
two wives whom joseph had given and sealed to me when president young began to speak one of them said it is the voice of
other was 1 I do
joseph it is isjoseph
joseph smith the exclamation of the otherwas
not see him where is he
well the thought occurred to my mind
respecting the scripture which president young has just quoted
my sheep know my voice and follow me where is the one that recognized the voice of joseph in president young where is she she is
fine of her duty but where is the other gone where I1 wish she
line
in the bine
were not the sheep of the good shepherd will follow the voice they
know but they will not follow the voice of a stranger
1I

now this was a manifestation of the power of the almighty it
was the power of god resting on an individual in the eyes of all the
people not only in feature and voice but actually in stature this is
that joseph was there in the permy testimony
did it require proof thatjoseph
son of brigham speaking with an angels voice it required no argument with those who feared god and loved truth it required none 32
at the time our prophet and patriarch were killed or at least
soon afterwards when the twelve returned to nauvoo their immediate circumstances were not altogether agreeable and pleasant or
profitable but suffice it to say we had a meeting a conference at
which president young was the centre of attraction on his rising to
speak and as soon as he opened his mouth I1 heard the voice of
joseph through him and it was as familiar to me as the voice of my
wife the voice of my child or the voice of my father and not only
joseph did 1I distinctly and unmistakably hear but 1I saw the
the voice of ofjoseph
very gestures of his person the very features of his countenance and
if I1 mistake not the very size of his person appeared on the stand
and it went through me with the thrill of conviction that brigham
was the man to lead this people and from that day to the present
there had not been a query or a doubt upon my mind with regard to
the divinity of his appointment 1I know that he was the man selected
of god to fill the position he now holds 33
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hyde william
september 11 1818 march 2 1874 age 25
on thursday august the 8th
ath

attended a special conference
in nauvoo elder rigdon addressed the assembly in the forenoon
elder rigdon sought as he expressed it the guardianship of the
church but it was plainly manifest that the spirit of the lord had
withdrawn from him and that he sought that which did not belong to
him from the time the saints were driven from missouri he had evidently been on the background and had not walked up to his station
and on one occasion I1 heard joseph smith say that he had carried
elder rigdon on his back long enough and then turning to the
twelve said that if they did not help him at that time in shaking him
off the time would come when they would have to do and that withath of august was
out his josephs assistance and on thursday the 8th
this saying of the prophet brought home with weight to my mind
1I

in the afternoon president brigham young came upon the
stand and addressed the vast multitude of anxious listeners as follows
for the first time the twelve walk up to the stand in their place we
have walked by sight and not by faith the church had had the privilege of coming to joseph and of receiving but now he has stepped to
the other side of the veil he loved the church even unto death and
laid down his life for it president young then asked the following
questions do you want to choose a person to lead you into the kingdom if so manifest it all were silent if there is any person present
that wishes to draw away party after them let them rise but no one
rose 1 I have wanted said president young to fast thirty days and
clothe my house in mourning but it seems that the saints are determined to drive business they are not willing to wait and let everything come in its place but business must be driven and as it falls to
ainess do you want president rigmy lot to speak 1I shall speak in pl
plainess
plainest
don to take josephs place if so take him here are the twelve have
my knees ever faltered have these hands ever slackened no and
no said voices from all directions the twelve hold the keys
and are in authority equal with the first president when the first is
absent do you want to choose a trustee in trust to take josephs
place if so the twelve must ordain him for the power rests in them
and in them alone the church cannot do it

and then he said that if elder rigdon wanted to be a spokesman for joseph let him go to the other side of the veil who said
he ever heard of such a thing as a person on one side of the veil acting as a spokesman for a person on the other side the president
further stated that no person could stand between joseph and the
twelve and then turning to the people said it was their place to rise
up and help roll on the kingdom but let us not undertake anything
new let us follow the law and not undertake to divide the priesthood one hair
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elders P P pratt and amasa lyman made some very appropriate remarks confirming what president young had said

president young again arose and spoke concerning the endowments
dow ments of the elders said that if they did not get them in the temple
they should have them if they had to receive them in the wilderness
for the devil could not cheat them out of them he then called upon
the saints to know if they would receive the twelve and let them
stand in their place as the first presidency of the church in the
absense
absente of joseph the vote was unanimous in the affirmative on
this day it was plainly manifest that the mantle of joseph had rested
upon president young the voice of the same spirit by which he
joseph spake was this day sounded in our ears so much so that I1
once unthoughtedly raised my head to see if it was not actually
joseph addressing the assembly the assembly was dismissed by
president young after being blessed in the name of the lord 34

geway
ridgeway
ivins rachel ria
rid
deway
n
23
march 7 1821 january 27 1909 age 25
after the prophets death when sidney rigdon came to nauvoo and
spoke he thought that it was his right and privilege to be president
of the church president young jumped right up on the seat and
spoke if you had had your eyes shut you would have thought it was
joseph in fact he looked like him his very countethe prophet josephl
nance seemed to change and he spoke like him 35

Benja niin franklin
johnson benjamin
1818 november 18 1905 age 26
july 28 isis

of brigham young as president of the church

1I

will again bear

this as a faithful testimony that I1 do know and bear record that upon
fuli was
fun
the head of brigham young as chief with the apostleship in full
by the voice of the prophet joseph in my hearing laid the full
responsibility of bearing of the kingdom of god to all the world and
1I do further bear this as a testimony faithful and true to the church
and to all the world that at a conference of the whole church at
nauvoo subsequent to the prophets death and before the return of
the absent apostles that I1 sat in the assembly near president rigdon
closely attentive to his appeal to the conference to recognize and
sustain his claim as guardian for the church and was perhaps to
a degree forgetful of what I1 knew to be the rights and duties of the
apostleship and as he closed his address and sat down my back was
partly turned to the seats occupied by apostle brigham young and
other apostles when suddenly and as from heaven 1I heard the
voice of the prophet joseph that thrilled my whole being and
quickly turning around I1 saw in the transfiguration of brigham
young the tall straight and portly form of the prophet joseph smith
clothed in a sheen of light covering him to his feet and 1I heard the
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real and perfect voice of the prophet even to the whistle as in years
past caused by the loss of a tooth said to have been broken outby
out by a
mob at hyrum this vision or view although but for seconds was to
me a vivid and real as the glare of lightening or the voice of thunder
from the heavens and so deeply was I1 impressed with what 1I saw
and heard in the transfiguration that for years I1 dared not ten
teil what
tell
was given me of the lord to see but when in later years 1I did publicly bear this testimony 1I found that others had testified to having
seen and heard the same but to what proportion of the congregation that were present 1I could never know but I1 do know this my
testimony is true

the prophets

lost tooth to which I1 allude was as generally
understood broken out by the mob at hyrum while trying to pry
open his mouth to strangle him with acid from which time until
the tooth was replaced by a dentist neighbor a year or two previous
an
ail
ali
to his death there had been a whistlelike
whistle like sound accompanying all
his public speaking which 1I again plainly heard at the time of which
I1 write

and while 1I do know that brigham young as president of the
church was the right man in the right place and a great leader for
stinn know that he never claimed to be perfect in an
all his ways
ail
ali
stiff
israel 1I still
31
nil
mistakes
stakes 36
but that like his brethren he at times was liable to nii

at the time of the martyrdom all the quorum of the twelve
were absent except john taylor and dr richards both of whom were
with the prophet in the carthage jail and sidney rigdon having retained a partial fellowship as one of josephs counselors came forward claiming the right of guardian of the church james J strang
also claimed through a spurious revelation purporting to be through
the prophet that he should lead the church and so matters stood
until the return of the twelve when a conference was assembled
and president rigdon was called upon to put forth his claim before
the people which he did and after closing his remarks which were
void of all power or influence president brigham young arose and
spoke I1 saw him arise but as soon as he spoke 1I jumped upon my
feet for in every possible degree it was josephs voice and his person
in look attitude dress and appearance was joseph himself personified and 1I knew in a moment the spirit and mantle of joseph was
upon him then I1 remembered his saying to the council of which
sidney rigdon was never a member and I1 knew for myself who was
now the leader of israel 37

judd zadoc knapp
october

15 1827

january 28 1909 age 16

right here 1I might relate another circumstance that to me was a
sufficient testimony of the truth of the gospel 1I had for years been
more or less acquainted with the prophet joseph smith I1 had many
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8
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many times heard him preach had heard him talk with others in common conversation 1I had known his voice as well as I1 do that of my
most intimate friend
tjhis
tihis
tifis circumstance I1 am going to relate happened late in the fall or early winter the people had usually convened
for meeting in a little grove near the temple A bowery had been
built and seats arranged to accommodate all
in the meantime the
building of the temple had progressed the roof was on the windows
were in the floor was laid but no seats arranged it was very cold wet
sunday and a drizzling rain the meeting had been adjourned from the
grove to the temple for there people could get shelter while waiting
for the people to gather and also for the hour of meeting brigham
young heber C kimball and some others of the quorum of the
twelve had come to an upper room or kind of gallery and seemed to
be passing and re passing an open door and window and from the position 1I had chosen which was next to the wall and near the stand 1I
could see them very plainly and although I1 knew joseph was dead
1I could scarcely make myself believe he was not there his Brig
brighams
hams
look his motion his walk were precisely like that of ofjoseph
joseph and yet it
was brigham young and when he came and commenced to speak to
the people his voice was like that of josephs

in the meantime people had gathered in and standing huddled close together made such an immense weight on the floor that
the propping under the center gave way and let the floor settle a few
inches which caused a panic among the people and some tried to
rush for the door but the loud voice of the prophet joseph soon
restored quiet and only a few were hurt by being pushed down and
stepped on no damage was done only a few broken windows

the

change of voice and appearance 1I could not account for
31
only that the mantle of joseph had fallen on brigham young 38

laub george
october

5

1814 november 14 1877 age 29
now after the death of br joseph

hyrum sidney rigdon
having A mision appointed him by joseph to pittsburg before his
death now after his death sidney came in all the haste in him to
nauvoo from pittsburg to claime
blaime the presidency of the church him
not knowing that joseph sent him out of the way to get rid of
him now when he returned to nauvoo he called all the people to
gether to choos them a guardian as he expressed himself now said
he the church is 14 years old and it was the duty of the church to
gu
guardien
ardien & preached there for two days on that subject of
choose a guardeen
guardin ism & the lords way was not as mans ways but as the heavguardinism
ens are hier than the earth so are the lords ways above mans ways
etc just about the time that the vote was to be taken for him to be
gu
guardien
president & guardeen
ardien but as the lord would have the twelve to
come home & I1 felt to praise god to see bro brigham young walk
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Rig dons ware
upon the stand then these positive revelations of
ofrigdons
rigdons
only guess so & he thinks so & hoap so while the lord had told him
proseed before according to his one own mouth & after
how to proceed
wards ony supposed
suposed them so

now when president young arose to address the congregation
his voice was the voice of bro joseph and his face appeared as
josephs face & should 1I not have seen his face but herd his voice 1I
should have declared that it was joseph 39

mace wandle
february 19 1809 august

10 1890 age 35

upon arriving in nauvoo he sidney immediately appointed
a meeting for the people to choose a guardian for the church fortunately the twelve with the president brigham young arrived in time
kidneys intentions was to hold this meeting
to attend this meeting sidneys
before the twelve arrived

the meeting

was held according to appointment sidney rigdon addressing us giving his views upon our situation and called
upon the people to choose a guardian or trustee for the church but
there seemed to be no spirit of the gospel in his remarks and it was
evident to all that he was not dictated by the holy ghost
A meeting was appointed or rather continued as a special

con-

ference and in the afternoon and president brigham young adsoieit spirit was truly
dressed the people at this meeting the soiett
manifest inasmuch it seemed that joseph himself was addressing us
the voice the countenance was joseph the mantle of joseph had
dubiaty now if
indeed fallen upon brigham young there was no dubiety
there had been any before who held the power all could see and
bore testimony that the spirit had manifested to them that brigham
young was the right man and he was in the right place said joseph
with his hands upon the head of brigham young in the house of
john P green at quincy while you live no other man can occupy
this place

president brigham young gave his views of the present situation of the church now our prophet and patriarch is taken from
our midst he said

while the prophet lived we walked by sight he is taken
from us and we must now walk by faith after he had explained
matters so satisfactory that every saint present could see that as
feil the manfeli
fen
aforetime the mantle of elijah fell upon elisha so also fell
tle or the spirit and power which joseph held in his life time had
fallen upon brigham young as president of the twelve which was
high
tightest
the hightest
test quorum and holding the highest or first presidency
of the church of god upon the earth 40
11
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merrill phileman christopher
age 24
1904age
1820 1904
sad was the day that the saints met by a call of the apostles in a
grove east of our beloved temple which was unfinished to listen to
what might be said for where was the good shepherd we were left
alone as we thought with none to lead us it was a gloomy time sidney rigdon talked to us and said we were of age choose our guardian
and he offered himself as that one to lead the church but it did not
satisfy the people but when president brigham young arose and said
to the people stand still and see the salvation of the lord the spirit
of god rested upon me and I1 received a testimony at that time that
upon brigham young rested the authority of the holy priesthood 41

morris george
august 24 1816 june 27 1897 age 27
guardain
guarvain
ardain of the church saying
sidney rigdon set up his clame as Gu
Buis
ness for itself being only about 14
that it was not of age to do guisness
buisness
atho raty to joseph it was
years of age and as he was the next in athoraty
guardain
his duty to act as guarvain
Gu
ardain for it untill it was old enough to do business for itself on the 5th
ath of augast 1844 a special meeting was
appointed
apointed for the church to come together to here what he had to say
upon the subject he occupied
ocupied the time in the forenoon in the
presedent
Pre sedent young arose to reply to what he had said and
afternoon precedent
when he arose to speak 1I was sitting right before him holding down
my head reflecting about what rigdon had said when I1 was startled by earing josephs voice he had a way of clearing his throat
peculiar effort of his own like ah
before he began to speak by a peculier
hem 1I raised my head sudinly and the first thing I1 saw was
joseph as plain as 1I ever saw him in my life and the first words he
Atho raty to lead this church and
uttered whare right here is the athoraty
bokarn and after uttering
bosarn
srikeing his hand upon his bosam
at the same time srikeing
another sentance or two it was brigham young that was teste
mony anough
adough to convince me where the proper athoraty rested 42

pace william bryam
february 9 1832 june 18 1907 age

12

sidney rigdon spent what seemed to me several hours har
rangueing the people on the importance of making him their leader
after which brigham young arose and said only a word when it was
observed by the whole congregation that the mantle of joseph
was upon him in word gesture and general appearance

the people

arose en masse to their feet astonished as it appeared that joseph had returned and was speaking to the people

was small and got upon a bench that 1I might more fully witPhenon omia
ness the phenonomia
I
1

there was no longer any question as to who was the leader 43
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patten george
1825 october 26 1828 february 16 1914 age
octobers8 18251
october

15

was acquainted with the prophet joseph smith and saw him in
death and one of the strongest testimonies I1 ever had of the truth of
this latter day work was when president young got up before the
doseph rested upon him and
uoseph
people and the spirit of the prophet joseph
his countenance resembled the prophet and his voice sounded like
the prophets so the lord showed the people who and where the
leader was for there were several clamoring as to their right to lead
the church the mantle which our prophet wore was sought for by
a half a score but god knew the very man so therefore it fell upon
brigham young and with few exceptions the people went to their
homes rejoicing and contented 44
1I

porter nathan tanner
july 10 1820 april 9 1897 age 24
it was now a matter of question with some as to who should lead the
church which caused mutch comment in private circles and many
conjectures to arrise in the minds of the people as to who was the
Legi
ternate successor in the presidency of the church As sidney riglegiternate
legitemate
legitimate
pre seeded the twelve in his return from the east & claimed
don had preseeded
that it was his right in deavering to get the people together for the
purpose of rattiiying
rattifying his claims by their voice but the twelve having
returned before this was accomplished brigham young being the
president of the quorum appointed a special conference of the whole
vis sably made manifest to the most if not all
church at which it was vissably
present that he was chosen of god to stand in josephs stead in movziond
ziona
ing on the cause of zionj
zion for as he arose & began to speak to the
trans figured into josephs likeness in looks appearance
people he was transfigured
& the sound of his voice so that a low whisper ran through the vast
assembly thats joseph thats joseph while the eyes of the multitude became fastened upon him with wonder & astonishment this
produced
prodused a firm conviction in the minds of the people beyond all
prodused
doubt that he was the man and thus he was incorporated by a
un
unominous
unaminous
aminous voice of all present with heber C kimble & willard
oors I1 being in at tendence was also an eye
Councill
richards as his councilloors1
councilloors
witness to this marvelous manifestation 45

pulsipher john
july 17 1827 august 9 1891 age 17
have been with the prophet joseph and heard his instruction
weekly and sometimes daily the last time I1 heard him speak in public
he spoke to the legion after telling over what he had passed thru and
what he had suffered from men because he preached the gospel of
jesus christ he says from my boyhood up to the present time I1 have
1I
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been hunted like a roe upon the mountains I1 have never been allowed
to live like other men 1I have been driven chased stoned whipped
robbed mobbed imprisoned persecuted accused falsely of everything bad 1I have suffered till the lord knows I1 have suffered enough

after the death of joseph sidney rigdon came and sought to
place himself at the head of the church by his flattery he deceived
many just before he called a vote of the public congregation brigham young the president of the twelve arrived from his mission
this was a joyful meeting the faithful knew not that joseph had
ordained brother brigham and the twelve to lead the church but
they knew that the twele were the next quorum in authority they
that served the lord faithful were not deceived I1 went to the meeting where the church met in the grove east of the temple where
president brigham young arose and spoke and behold he spoke with
the voice of joseph the very moment 1I heard him speak august
8th 1I thought of joseph and from that time on his voice sounded like
ath
josephs and from that time the church generally were satisfied that
the mantle of joseph was on brigham notwithstanding all this sidney rigdon james J strang lyman wight james emmet and others
led away many people from the church 46

pulsipher zerah
june 24 1789 january 1 1872 age 55
at this time the mob expected we should rise

and give them
battle we thought best not to do it we just kept still and continued
owments but
end owments
our work on the temple finished it and got our endowments
at that time most of the 12 were absent on missions sidney rigdon
who aspired for the presidency came and called the church together
and presented his claim for the presidency but the 12 soon came
home and appeared on the stand at the day appointed for choosing
sidney made his plea brigham young began to speak and at that
time 1I sat with my back towards the stand as did many others and
when brigham spoke he spoke with the voice of joseph and we
turned around to see brigham speaking in josephs voice and behold
josephs mantle had fallen on him the people understood it in the
same way brigham stood at the head of the twelve therefore
the church turned to him 47

richards jane snyder
january 31 1823 november 17 1912 age 21
upon the return of the apostles and elders a meeting was
called and by a unanimous vote brigham young was chosen president as he stood on the stand he said he felt as though he would
rather sit in sack cloth and ashes for a month than appear before the
people but then loneliness seemed to require somebody to step forward and he felt constrained to do so and we knew he was to be
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president because he had the voice and manner of joseph at the
time as hundreds can testify 48

after his josephs tragic death

attended the meeting at
which president brigham young addressed the saints and saw his
face illuminated and appear as the face of joseph while the voice of
joseph seemed to address the people through the mouth of brigham
1I can never forget the divine thrill that passed through the audience
on that occasion and the impression that the appearance and voice
of joseph produced upon his hearers 49
I
1

richards maria wealthy wilcox
see wilcox maria wealthy

romney george
august 14 1831 february 1 or 2 1920 age 12
well the time came when the twelve returned to nauvoo
they called a meeting in the bowery and sidney rigdon with all the
eloquence possible for a man to have spoke for one hour and a half
but when he sat down brigham young got up and I1 testify to you in
all fervor before god that the mantle of joseph smith fell upon
brigham young it was josephs voice absolutely josephs voice and
manner as brigham young addressed the people and told them who
should be their leader now this is no fiction this is true as I1 stand
here after so many years passing from the year 1844 up to the present time

10
50

they were children

as it were and when the man of

god

as the

people knew him was taken away they did not know what would
become of them that was the condition we were in sorrow and
anguish for the loss of that man 1I said the people were all children
but they knew the shepherds voice sidney rigdon and the others
said 1 I am the man I1 am the man but it did not take the sheep
knew better and when the twelve returned from the east 1I shall
never forget in this world or in the world to come the scene as
brigham young arose after sidney rigdon had used up an hour and a
half delivering an eloquent discourse when brigham got up the
mantle of joseph smith fell upon him it was josephs voice it was
josephs appearance and 1I testify to you if I1 never again do so on
this earth in the presence of god and angels that this is verily the
truth this is true that the mantle of joseph did fall upon brigham
young and the people knew it 51

smith job taylor
december

2 1828

january

3 1913

age 15

sometime during this week in august sidney rigdon returned
and called the people together to listen to his oratory and special
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claims 1I heard all his discourses and they were lengthy and to the
point that the father of the church was dead and needed a guardian
and that he was the man to fill that position

ath of august the apostles appeared on the stand
but on the 8th
having very recently returned from the east and to me it was a sensation president brigham young arose to sepak and every eye was
turned towards him and as he spoke 1I fancied it was the prophets
voice speaking through him I1 scarcely remember much that he said
in the way of reasoning but the ring of his voice will never cease
from my memory as he uttered aloud the words if you wish to
know who is the president of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints it is LI1 historians have given his remarks in full but 1I merely
write from memory I1 also remember his coupling with the motion
to sustain the twelve apostles as the presiding authority of the
church the further carrying out of the measures of the prophet in
finishing the building of the temple and giving the people their
endowments the votes for these measures were given heartily for
the sheep know the shepherds voice and a stranger or one weakened in time of trouble they would not follow 5251

smoot abraham owen
february 17 1815 march

5

1895 age 29

was present at the meeting held in nauvoo on the occasion when
president young assumed leadership of the church and can testify with hundreds of others that he spoke by the power of god on
that occasion and that he had the very voice and appearance of
joseph smith 53
1I

smoot margaret thompson mcmeans adkinson
april

16 1809 september

1

1884 age 35

present upon the occasion when the twelve apostles
with pres brigham young at their head took the presidency of the
church by the unanimous vote of all israel there assembled and personally witnessed the supernatural power shown through brigham
young and was firmly convinced that he was the legitimate succesMart
sor to the bartered
martered
ered prophet and was as ready and willing from that
moment to obey his council and receive his revelations as 1I was
those of joseph smith 5451
I1 was

staines william

C

26 1818 august 3 1881
188
issi1 age 26
rigdon lasting three hours president young stated he had listened to all that had been said by the
speaker
but as the subject had been broached and the people
would be anxious to know something about those who would lead

after this
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he said in a loud voice 1 I will tell you who your leaders or guardians
will be the twelve 1I at their head this was with a voice like the
voice of the prophet joseph 1I thought it was his and so did the thou15
sands who heard it 55

stearns mary ann
steams
april 6 1833 april

2 1912

age 11

was at the great meeting when the mantle of brother joseph rested
upon brigham young until his whole being seemed changed and his
voice was like that of the prophet the people around me rising to
their feet to get a better chance to hear and see I1 and my little companion of the day julia felshaw being small of stature stood upon
the benches that we too might behold the wonderful transformation
and 1I know that from that time on the power of that change remained
with brother brigham young as long as he lived on earth the faithful
and honest hearted were quick to discern the right and took up the
armor of the gospel anew rallied round the faithful brigham whose
16
rightful leadership had been plainly shown to them 56
1I

thomas catherine
march 17 1834 september 15 1927 age 10

the saints were soon called to the temple and the great question as to who should be their leader was settled then brigham
young was chosen to fill the vancancy
van cancy of our beloved prophet 1I saw
brother young rise to take his place as president of our church and
testify that he appeared to me and others to be joseph the prophet
himself in person and voice and 1I exclaimed oh the prophet joseph
is resurrected my sister rachel said no that is brother brigham young 115757

tracy nancy naomi alexander
1814 1902
age 30
1902age
we bore faithful testimony to our relatives and in the spring bid our
friends in the east farewell to return again to our home in nauvoo
we landed at the city of the saints about the middle of april on sunday morning but oh how lonely it seemed our prophet and patriarch was not among the saints in person but that day his spirit
rested upon brigham young and as the mantle of elijah fell upon
elisha so the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham it seemed that the
voice and every gesture was like joseph and he was sustained as
51
the prophet seer and revelator by the voice of the people 58

we arrived we went right home and prepared to go to
meeting for that day was appointed for us to choose a first presidency to lead the church the saints convened in a grove sidney
rigdon and his followers were on hand to contest their right to be

As soon as
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the leaders of the saints at one time he was one of brother josephs
councillors
councilors but he was not righteous and joseph shook him off saycany
ing that the had carried him long enough and he would carry
cant him no
longer therefore it was out of the question to have such a man lead
the people
brigham young was the man chosen and sustained by unanimous vote to be the mouthpiece of god to the saints 1I can testify that
the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham that day as that of elijah did
fall upon elisha for it seemed that his voice his gestures and all were
joseph it seemed that we had him again with us he was sustained by
the voice of the people to be the prophet seer and revelator 59

watkins william lampard
february 7 1827 september 18 1911 age 17
1844 by which time
8th 18441
appointed for august ath
brigham young and most of the other apostles had returned home
it was at this meeting sidney rigdon made a lengthy and tedious
speech presenting his claims telling the people what wonderful
things he had planned for them
A meeting was

it was a solemn time for he was a man who on account of his
experience and talents had been sustained as josephs counselor by
the people although contrary to the prophets wish for some time
past but the darkness was soon dispelled for brigham young explained before the people on that day the order of the priesthood
he was filled with the power of the holy ghost he stood before the
people as the prophet joseph smith often had done and we heard
the voice of the true shepherd for he spoke with the voice of
joseph his manner and appearance were like unto josephs and it
was manifested to all those present upon whom the responsibility
rested to carry on the work of god and lead the saints

not realize for a time but that I1
was still listening to the prophet joseph so great and marvelous was
the manner in which the manifestation before the entire congregation was made that when the proposition was placed before the
people to decide whom they would sustain as the leader of the church
the twelve apostles with brigham young as their president were
mously sustained this circumstance although the
unana
almost unanamously
unanimously
saints were in deep trouble and filled with sorrow for the condition
in which they were placed brought a great relief and gave joy to the
saints for they realized that god was still mindful of them 60
I1 sat in that assembly and did

welch john
january 6 1823 november 8 1910 age 21
I
1

john welch being of mature years desire to leave to my friends

and descendants the following statement
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babtized into the church of jesus christ of latter day
was baptized
111.
saints in the year 1841 emigrated to nauvoo 111
ill
iii
lii
ili in 1843 and to salt
lake city in the year 1852 1I was well acquainted with the prophet
joseph smith and heard him speak both in public and private many
times I1 was present at the meeting in the grove at nauvoo august
1I saw brigham
8th
ath 1844 when sidney rigdon made the claim
young then president of the twelve apostles stand up to speak to
the people and he spoke with the voice of joseph smith and I1
further declare and testify that he brigham young had the appearance of the prophet joseph smith while he young was talking that
1I was convinced then and have never doubted in all the intervening
years from that time up to the present that brigham young was the
right man and the man chosen of god to lead the church
1I

signed john welch

sworn before
swom
A L farrell
utah61
county clerke cache co utah

westover eliza ann
see haven eliza ann westover

whitney helen mar kimball
august 25 1828 november

15 1896 age 15

can bear witness with hundreds of others who stood that day
Brig hams voice of the wonderful and startling
under the sound of brighams
effect that it had upon us if joseph had risen from the dead and stood
before them it could hardly have made a deeper or more lasting
impression it was the very voice of joseph himself this was repeatedly spoken of by the latter day saints and surely it was a most powerful and convincing testimony to them that he was the man instead
of sidney rigdon that was destined to become the great leader and
upon whose shoulders the mantle of joseph had fallen 62
1I

wilcox maria wealthy
june 17 1827 january 13 1909 age 17
well remember the sunday morning when the sorrowing saints
were gathered together in the little grove where they were accustomed to meet sidney rigdon presented his claim as successor to
the prophet joseph making quite an impression upon the people
but brigham young president of the apostles had just returned to
nauvoo from his mission in time to attend the afternoon meeting
and in a voice not unlike the prophets he told the people that
although the prophet joseph was dead joseph had left behind the
keys of the kingdom and had conferred the same power and
1I
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authority that he himself possessed upon the twelve apostles and
that the church would not be left without a leader and a guide
truly the mantle of joseph had fallen upon brigham and he spoke
with power even to the convincing of the saints assuring them that
they had nothing to fear as all would yet be well if they would
harken to the word of god and to the counsel of his servants and
13
keep his commandments 63

steams
winters mary ann stearns
see steams
stearns mary ann

woodruff wilford
march 1 1807 september 2 1898 age 57
37
in an address published in february 1845 wilford woodruff
shared the mantle news with church officers and members in
england by assuring them that
on the second

day after our arrival august 8th
ath 1844 we met in a
quorums authorities and members of the
special conference all the quorums
church that could assemble in nauvoo they were addressed by elder
brigham young the president of the quorum of the twelve it was evident to the saints that the mantle of joseph had fallen upon him the
road that he pointed out could be seen so plainly that none need err
therein the spirit of wisdom and counsel attended all his teachings
he struck upon a chord with which all hearts beat in unison 64

know this work is of god I1 know joseph smith was a prophet of
god 1I have heard two or three of the brethren testify about brother
young in nauvoo every man and every woman in that assembly
which perhaps might number thousands could bear the same testimony 1I was there the twelve were there and a good many others
and all can bear the same testimony the question might be asked
why was the appearance of joseph smith given to brigham young
because here was sidney rigdon and other men rising up and claiming to be the leaders of the church and men stood as it were on a
pivot not knowing which way to turn but just as quick as brigham
young rose in that assembly his face was that of joseph smith the
mantle of joseph had fallen upon him the power of god that was
upon joseph smith was upon him he had the voice of joseph and it
was the voice of the shepherd there was not a person in that assembly rigdon himself not excepted but was satisfied in his own mind
that brigham was the proper leader of the people for he rigdon
would not have his name presented by his own consent after that
sermon was delivered there was a reason for this in the mind of
god it convinced the people they saw and heard for themselves
15
and it was by the power of god 65
1I
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not know if there is any one present here tonight but myself
who was there at that conference there are but few living who
were present on that occasion
and when brigham arose and commenced speaking as has been said if my eyes had not been so 1I
could see if 1I had not seen him with my own eyes there is no one
that could have convinced me that it was not joseph smith 66
I1 do

NOTES
abbreviations used in notes
BYU

archives

FHL

archives

LDS

church archives

special collections and manuscripts harold B lee
library brigham young university provo utah
family history library the church ofjesus christ of
latter day saints salt lake city
archives division historical department the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city

william adams autobiography of william adams 1822 1894

typetypescript 14

script 14 BYU archives william adams autobiography 1894
LDS church archives
ailred reminiscences and diary 1883 holograph 11
allred
william moore aured
LDS church archives
benjamin ashby autobiography of benjamin ashby 1828 1907 holograph unpaged microfilm FHL archives robert L ashby ed ashby ancestry
something of the origin of the name and family salt lake city stringham
armisj
ashby steven 1941
ibe robert L ashby and
1941 unpaged see also armis
armiseJ ashby the
hannah cropper family book of their descendants and ancestors salt lake
city ashby cropper family organization 1991 16
4lewis
alewis barney reminiscences 18881
1888 holograph 15 16 microfilm LDS
lewis
church archives
information sent to the author by a descendant katherine adams peterson
to author august 1996
henry and catharine brooke to leonard and mary pickel november 15
1844 leonard pickel papers yale university quoted in D michael quinn mormon succession crisis B YU studies 16 no 2 1976 212
henry schuler buckwalter biographical sketch of henry schuler buckwalter miscellaneous mormon diaries 113 typescript BYU archives
thomas bullock to john 0 angus salt lake city december 18 1851
1851 in
millennial star 14 july 3 1852 299
grobert
mobert taylor burton statement concerning the transfiguration july 28
robert
LDS church archives see also janet burton seegmiller
1905 typescript 2 pages IDS
7 be life story of robert taylor burton ap
np robert taylor
be kind to the poor the
burton family organization 1988 49
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william burton journal may

1845 under entry of april 26 18451
1845 BYU
william burton diaries 1839 1851 may 1845 2 8

archives william burton
LDS archives see also eugene england brother brigham salt lake city
IDS
bookcraft 1980 75 and quinn mormon succession crisis 212 this is one of
the earliest contemporary accounts to survive written ten months after the
event burton was not in nauvoo in 1844 he was on a mission
anson call the life and record of anson call commenced in 1839
LDS church archives in a note at the end of calls journal in the
holograph 30 IDS
LDS church archives T edgar lyon identifies mary flint call as ansons scribe
7 be journal of anson call ap
anson call the
np ethan L call and christine shatter
32 this journal began in 1839 and was dictated to or recopied by
call 1986 31
3132
Call
various individuals presumably his wives calljournal
cail
cali
cal journal ofanson
cai
of anson call publisholanson
ers note
george Q cannon juvenile instructor 5 october 29 1870 174 75
see also edward W tullidge life of brigham young or utah and her
founders new york ap
np 1877 115 B H roberts A comprehensive history
of the church ofjesus
of jesus christ of latter day saints century one 6 vols provo
utah corporation of the president the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 1965 2418 and leonard arrington brigham young american moses
new york alfred A knopf 1985 115
comans journal 17
eilas
elias cox joseph smith the prophet young womans
december 1906 544
14
barnes crosby memoirs begun at tubuai
caroline bames
tubuli society islands 1851
1851
LDS church archives caroline barmes
bammes
holograph unpaged IDS
barnes crosby the papers
bames
of jonathan and caroline crosby unpaged microfilm FHL archives the journal of caroline barnes crosby began in 1851 in the society islands while the cros
bys were on a mission
15homer
homer duncan autobiographical sketch holograph 22 23 LDS church
archives
IDS
edmund ellsworth autobiography ca 1892 holograph 4 5 LDS
church archives
mary field garner autobiographical sketch typescript 6677 LDS church
archives mary field garner biography as told to harold H jenson and marys
granddaughter annie garner barton typescript 6677 BYU archives copy in
possession of the author
typescript of journal of james madison fisher 1906 in lucy elizabeth
ofjesse
jesse joseph and james madifisher brown comp history and genealogy of
son fisher and evaline mclean typescript 5 6 microfilm FHL archives
19jacob
jacob gates journals 1836 1861 vol 2 holograph unpaged LDS
church archives
21james
james harvey glines reminiscences and diary march 1845 december
IDS church archives
1899 holograph 41 LDS
william greenhalgh the history of william greenhalgh As written by
himself typescript 1122 FHL archives copy in possession of the author this
typescript was written in the 1870s based on earlier diary accounts this copy
was given to the author and to the FHL archives by williams great grandson
glade greenhalgh the holographic original is owned by jean bluth of colorado
springs colorado
11
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22jacob
jacob

LDS church archives
hamblin journal 8 typescript microfilm IDS
23james
james A little jacob hamblin A narrative of his personal experience
as a frontiersman missionary to the indians and explorer salt lake city
juvenile instructor office 1881 19 20 little writes in the preface that jacob
hamblin was induced to narrate for brother james A littles pen to record the
incidents herein published see also pearson H corbett jacob hamblin
the peacemaker salt lake city deseret book 1952 21 22
24 24mosiah
mosiah lyman hancock autobiography of mosiah lyman hancock
moslah
LDS church archives mosiah lyman hancock
1834 65 holograph unpaged IDS
mosiah lyman hancock 23 30 microfilm FHL archives mosiah lyman hancock life story of mosiah lyman hancock typescript 16 20 BYU archives
john nelson harper autobiography ca 1861 typescript 10 typed by
LDS church archives this book was copied from the old origjewel B furniss IDS
inal that was written by john harper title page
16
eliza ann haven westover letter to son written 1918 4 LDS church
archives seegmiller life story of robert taylor burton 50 see also barlow
israel barlow story 205
27
drusilla dorris hendricks historical sketch of james hendricks and
drusilla dorris hendricks typescript unpaged microfilm FHL archives dictated by drusilla after the death of her husband in 1870 drusilla dorris hendricks historical sketch of james hendricks and drusilla dorris hendricks
LDS church archives marguerite H alien
typescript 18 microfilm IDS
ailen comp
allen
henry hendricks genealogy apnp hendricks family organization 1963 26
see also madsen in their own words 168
quinn mormon succession crisis 212 n 69
emliy
29emily
emily smith hoyt reminiscenses
1851 1893 holograph
reminiscences and diaries 18511893
LDS church archives the original diary is in possession of
20 21 microfilm IDS
jonathan A dibble salt lake city
30zina
zina diantha huntington young diaries 1844 1845 august 8 1844
holograph LDS church archives published in maureen ursenbach beecher all
things move in order in the city the nauvoo diary of zina diantha huntington
jacobs BYU studies 19 no 3 1979 285
320
285320
31 31edward
7 be women of mormondom new york privately
edward W tullidge the
printed 1877 326 27 see also richard neitzel holzapfel and jeni broberg
holzapfel women of nauvoo salt lake city bookcraft 1992 134 35
32 orson
hyde remarks deseret news semiweekly
semi weekly november 16 1869
discourse given october 6 1869 see also orson hyde in injournal
journal
of discourses
tournai ofdiscourses
26 vols liverpool horace S eldredge 1855 86 13181 october 6 1869 hereafter cited as JD A summary of elder hydes discourse was also published in
thirty ninth semi
semiannual
annual conference deseret news october 13 1869
33
1877
hyde injd
mjd
ined 1958 april 551877
34
34william
william hyde the private journal of william hyde 1868 holograph
64 67 and typescript 21 23 LDS
IDS
ins church archives william hyde the private
journal of william hyde typescript 13 15 microfilm FHL archives
william was baptized in 1834 and kept a dated and detailed record of his
church activities if this handwritten journal was not kept concurrently it must
have been based on copious and dated notes he admitted that on occasion
instructions were given which he did not pen hyde private journal 16 FHL
archives this indicates that the information in his journal was generally written
at the time of offering
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elder george albert smith a member of the quorum of the twelve apostles saw the original journal in the home of a granddaughter elizabeth hyde
geary and scanned its contents recognizing the wide sweep of church history
contained in this private journal he immediately requested it for the LDS church
archives and had a typed copy made for sister geary introduction to hyde journal LDS church archives
35
rachel ridgeway grant joseph smith the prophet young womans
comans
journal 16 december 1905 55
5511 see also ronald W walker rachel R grant
the continuing legacy of the feminine ideal in cannon and whittaker supporting saints 24
an interesting letter from patriarch benjamin F johnson to elder geo S
36an
gibbs typescript 15 byuarchives
BYU archives benjamin F johnson to george S gibbs
1903 LDS church archives cited in E dale lebaron benjamin franklin johnson colonizer public servant and church leader masters thesis brigham
young university 1967 343 44 this letter was written in the early part of
1903 when johnson was about eighty five years old interesting letter Li see
also dean R zimmerman 1I knew the prophets an analysis of the letter ofben
of benoeben
jamin FE johnson to george FF gibbs reporting doctrinal views of joseph
smith and brigham young bountiful utah horizon 1976 65
67
6567
37
benjamin F johnson my lifes review nd reprint mesa ariz lofgreen printing 1979 103 4 see also arrington brigham young 114 15 n 8
31zadoc
zadoc knapp judd autobiography of zadoc knapp judd 1827 1909
typescript 17 19 BYU archives zadoc knapp judd autobiography 1900 typescript 17 19 LDS church archives
39 george
george laubs journal 1845
39george laub
46 holograph 90 91
184546
microfilm LDS archives eugene england ed george laubs nauvoo jounal
johnal
BYU studies 18 no 2 1978166
1978 166
the above quotation has been challenged by richard S van wagoner in his
book sidney rigdon A portrait of religious excess salt lake city signature
books 1994 351 n 99 van wagoner states laubs mantle account was not written until after he arrived in the utah territory in 1852 van wagoners claim is
that laubs 1845 46 journal was actually copied from another laub journal dated
1845 52 and that the transfiguration incident was then appropriately inserted
both journals are currently stored in the LDS church archives historian michael
quinn explains
eugene england edited george laubs nauvoo journal brigham
young university studies 18 winter 1978 166 which also gives an
explicit description of brigham youngs transfiguration however van
wagoner sidney rigdon demonstrates that england had edited laubs
own revision dated about 1852 of his original nauvoo diary that was
unavailable to england donated to LDS archives after glands
En
englands article
laubs original diary made no reference to a mystical experience at the
august 1844 meeting quinn mormon hierarchy 393 n 114
if van wagoner is correct in redating to 1852 laubs journal mentioning
the mantle this account is still one of the earliest renderings written at least seventeen to eighteen years before the first complete published account of the mantle experience
41
wandie mace the diary of wandle
wandle
wandie mace salt lake city genealogical
society of utah 1964 156 57 microfilm FIIL
FHL
fill archives wandle mace autobiography
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LDS church archives see also wandle
ca 1890 holograph 95
96 microfilm IDS
9596
mace autobiography ca 1890 holograph written in 1911 113 14 IDS
LDS
IDS church archives were
church archives both of the autobiographies in the LDS
copied by his wife elizabeth howell mace
philemon christopher men
iii
ill autobiography ca 1890 typescript 4
merrill
menill
LDS
IDS church archives transcription by zola S hardy the wife of a great grand
son of philemon from a six page holograph
george morris life story of george morris of the seventeenth ward salt
lake holograph unpaged microfilm FHL archives see also george morris
autobiography of george morris typescript 27 BYU archives morriss autobiography has been edited but the editor is not given
13wrham
william bryam pace diary of william bryam pace and biography of his
father james pace typescript 7 BYU archives this is a copy from an original
in the possession of sidney A pace orem utah
44 george patten
44george
life sketch 1900 holograph unpaged LDS archives
george patten A short sketch ca 19091
1909
typescript 2 microfilm LDS

church archives
41 41nathan
nathan tanner porter reminiscences ca 18791
1879 holograph 131 33
LDS church archives
microfilm IDS
john pulsipher A short sketch of the history of john pulsipher typeIDS church archives newell and avery mormon enigma 203
script 7 8 LDS
47
IDS church archives nora hall
zerah pulsipher autobiographical sketch LDS
lund and terry lund comps pulsipher family history book 223 FHL archives
41jane
jane

snyder richards papers 1869

IDS church archives
holograph 13 LDS

madsen in their own words 174
comans
jane snyder richards joseph smith the prophet young womans
womansjour
jour-

nal 16 december

1905

550

cgeorge
george romney joseph smith was the chosen prophet of god his
5george
mantle fell upon brigham young liahona the eldersjournal
elders journal 17 april 13
1920 339 caroline eyring miner miles romney and elizabeth gaskell romney and family salt lake city miles romney family organization 1978 74
romneys
Rom
neys last public testimony was delivered at a meeting of the swedish saints
domneys
in the twelfth thirteenth ward chapel in salt lake city on december 17 1919
seventy five years after the august 1844 mantle phenomena A proud old man of
eighty eight he bore a powerful testimony of the mantle miracle
cgeorge
george romney typescript account of testimony typed by mary R ross
5george
LDS
IDS church archives england brother brigham 75 gustave arnt
amt iverson the
mantle of the prophet typescript LDS church archives testimony of bishop
george romney at a stake conference on june 22 1919 in the ensign ward salt
lake city
51job
job taylor smith diary of job taylor smith a pioneer of nauvoo illinois
LDS church archives
and utah ca 1902 typescript 8 IDS
53
53abraham
abraham 0 smoot early experiences of A 0 smoot early scenes in
church history eighth book in the faith promoting series salt lake city juvenile instructors office 1882 24 C elliott berlin abraham 0 smoot pioneer
mormon leader masters thesis brigham young university 1955 35 36
margaret T smoot to mr H H bancroft experiences of a mormon
wife september 2 1880 provo city utah microfilm BYU archives see also
berlin abraham 0 smoot 36
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william C staines reminiscenses
reminiscences of william C staines contributor 12
june 1891 315 see also staines quoted in roberts comprehensive history
2418 n 12
mary ann steams winters an autobiographical sketch of the life of the
51mary
late mary ann steams winters daughter of mary ann steams pratt typescript
LDS
IDS church archives
57
eshman autobiographical sketch may 1 1914 typeUeshman
catherine thomas Li
IDS church archives
script 2 3 microfilm LDS
nancy
51nancy naomi alexander tracy autobiography holograph 5 microfilm
FHL archives nancy alexander tracy A short sketch of the life and travels of
EU
nancy N tracy typescript prepared by grandson david E ingson
ellingson
19 BYU
archives see also madsen in their own words 255 56 the account indicates
that nancy and her husband were in the east at the time of the august 8 meeting
or that nancy had confused the dates her story may have been secondhand or
might be an account of something they experienced later
nancy
59nancy N tracy autobiography typescript 311 LDS church archives
60
miaiii lampard watkins A brief history of william lampard watkins
William
from his birth until his arrival in utah on september 12th 1852 typescript 2
BYU archives william lampard watkins autobiography of william lampard
watkins from his birth until he arrived in utah on 12 september 1852 4
library division historical department the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints salt lake city marie M hayes that others might know A history of the
watkins and lampard families seattle by the author 1979 24
61john
john welch deposition july 5 1902 typescript microfilm LDS
church archives this is a copy of a statement which john welch made july 5
1902 at logan city cache county utah it was signed sealed and swom before
A L farrell cache county clerk parts of the deposition are also included in evaline dunn snow john and eliza B welch biographical sketch transcript 2
IDS church archives
microfilm LDS
12
helen mar whitney scenes in nauvoo after the martyrdom of the
11 february 1 1883 130 stanley B
comans exponent11
prophet and patriarch womans
exponent
BYU studies 15 no 4
kimball heber C kimball and family the nauvoo years byustudies
1975 472
63
comans
maria wealthy wilcox joseph smith the prophet young womans
55

journal

16 december 1905

553 54

wilford woodruff to the officers and members of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints in the british islands millennial star 5 february
64

1845 138
1845138

wilford woodruff remarks deseret news may 22 1872 see also wil1 april 8 1872
ford woodruff mad
injd
mjd 1581
158
ined
66
wilford woodruff priesthood and the right of succession deseret
news semi
1892 3 this testimony was publicly delivered at a
weekly march 15
semiweekly
151892
gathering of young men mutual improvement groups speaker B H roberts was
presenting a lecture on the succession in the presidency of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints at robertss request president woodruff who was
present in the audience was asked to present his testimony concerning the
events of august 8 1844 and the mantle experience see also arrington
brigham young 115
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A
11
II
appendix
secondhand testimonies
pendix
xxv
xiv

this appendix contains secondhand accounts of the mantle
experience these accounts concern people who reported a personal mantle experience but did not record their own story their
oral testimonies were recorded later by others usually family
members other accounts in this appendix come from firsthand
diaries that are unavailable to the author of this paper in these
cases secondary sources have been cited As in appendix 1I the
accounts are listed by the persons name birth and death dates
age in august 1844 testimonies sources and appropriate notes

adams sally
may 29 1825 february 15 1905 age 19
well remember that june day of 1844 when the announcement reached nauvoo that the prophet and patriarch had been killed
by a cruel mob the news fell like a thunderbolt upon the saints
their grief was indescribable many thought he like the savior
would rise again to become their leader
the memory of the
occasion can never be erased this sad occurrence marks the culmination of the devil inspired persecutions of two of gods greatest and
truest noblemen
1

I

sally told of being at the meeting on august 8 1844 when
marty red prophet he
brigham young spoke in the voice of the martyred
assumed the form and appearance of joseph so that the thousands at
the meeting believed for the moment that president smith actually
stood before them
1

angell truman osborn
june

5

1810 october 16 1887 age 34
not only did truman angell neglect to record much about his

personal and professional life during this period but he also wrote
little of the larger historical events occurring around him he mentions only that he suffered much in common with the rest of my
Br ethern during the persecutions in which the prophet and patrigells loyalty lay with the apostles in the
angells
arch lost their lives An
angels
aftermath of this tragedy although the prophet joseph and hyrum
lives
fives
ilves by mob violence he writes the twelve
smith had lost their hives
apostles came forward with brigham young at their head and the
mantle of joseph was upon them in all that was done 2

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8

62

Jorgensen and Studies: The Mantle of the Prophet Joseph Passes to Brother Brigham: A Col

appendix

11
II

Second
secondhand
band testimonies

187

barlow elizabeth haven
25 1892 age 32
december 28 1811 december25
december
wilen
when brigham young the president of the twelve began speaking I1 saw a change come over him saw him take on the form of
joseph smith and heard his voice change to that of the prophets
thousands in that assembly testified to the same thing from that
moment forward 1I knew whom the lord had chosen so did all the
true latter day saints the crowd felt that the lord had not forsaken them 3

benson eliza ann perry
see perry eliza ann
benson ezra taft
february 22 1811 september

3 1869 age 333

when brother brigham young rose before the people and
it was very easy to see who possessed the mantle of
joseph truly as jesus said my sheep know my voice but a stranger
they will not follow for many said when they heard brigham talk
Brig hams voice but the voice of joseph 4
that it was not brighams

spoke

billington eliza
december 16 1825 august 16 1916 age

18

they eliza and her husband john welch were both well acquainted
with the prophet joseph smith and his brother hyrum in life and
were permitted to view their remains after the martyrdom john
welch was one of the guards over the bodies as they lay in state
they were both present at the meeting held august 8 1844 where
the mantle of the prophet fell on brigham young and they knew
brigham young had been called by divine authority and power
and these facts they related many many times to their children and
grandchildren greatly strengthening and adding to the testimonies
of those who listened 5

cannon
ann
cannonann
CannonAnn
january 28 1832 july 25 1921 age 12
after the prophets death 1I was at the meeting where sydney
rigdon standing in a wagon box to make his speech presented his
claim to be guardian of the church when brigham young presented
his claim the mantle of the prophet rested on him and we knew he
was to be the new leader
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carbine william van orden
february 17 1835
18555 may 11 1921
1921
183

age 9

martyred I1 rememwas nine years old when the prophet was martyred
ber the excitement at that time the people hardly knew what to do
the prophet was gone and sidney rigdon wanted a guardian put in
for the church brother thomas grover one of the high council
spoke and told the people not to be in a hurry the twelve would be
home soon and they would tell the people what to do when
brigham young came home he held a meeting at which time the
mantle of joseph fell on him it was a manifestation to let the people
know who was to lead the church his looks and ways were like the
prophet 1I as a boy was quite well accquainted with the prophet
1I was sitting with my mother in the meeting and 1I thought it was the
prophet and told my mother so there are a good many who have
heard my mother tell this 7
1I

though 1I was only a boy 1I remember it quite distinctly 1I told my
mother A
adefial
adeila
delia that the prophet was not dead for I1 had seen him on
the stand

8

carrington albert
januarys
january
Janu arys8 1813 september

19 1889 age 31

in his conference address delivered in the bowery in salt lake
city on july 19 1857 brigham young referred to albert garring
tons mantle experience which is reported to have taken place during the october conference of 1844
do people imagine that they can kill mormonism I1 may die for
my religion and who cares for that brother carrington has told you
that god can carry on his own work and the spirit of joseph which
fell upon me brigham is ready to fall upon somebody else when 1I
am removed

Carringtons testimony proves to you that mens
brother carringtons
eyes are liable to be deceived it may appear strange to some that he
carrington could not tell me from joseph smith when 1I was speaking in the stand in nauvoo during the october conference of 1844
somebody came along and passed a finger over his eyes and he could
not see any one but joseph speaking until I1 got through addressing
the congregation 9

cheney talitha garlik avery
september 22 1824 april 17 1902 age 19
was in nauvoo when sidney rigdon came from the east after
brother joseph and hyrum were killed to take lead of the church
there were none of the twelve apostles at home but brother taylor
1I
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and brother richards brother taylor had been badly wounded so sidney rigdon thought he would have things his own way but he was
mistaken he called a meeting and said the church was old enough to
choose a guardian for itself it had been fourteen years since it was
organized but brother brigham and the rest of the apostles got there
in time to be at the meeting after rigdon sat down brother brigham
got up and said all who want brother rigdon to lead them can have
him but I1 tell you the keys of the kingdom are in the hands of the
twelve apostles they are the ones to lead this people
As soon as brother brigham got up to speak I1 said to myself
that is the man to take the lead of this people he looked just like
brother joseph and spoke like him 1I said surely the mantle of the
prophet joseph has fallen on brother brigham 1I never had a doubt
1I knew brother brigham was the man to fill the place of our beloved
prophet 1I knewjoseph
knew joseph smith was a true prophet of god and was the

mouthpiece of god to the people and that brother brigham was his
lawful successor and a man of god 10

clawson ellen spencer
november 21 1832 august 24 1896 age 11
aurelia spencer rogers writes the following concerning her
sister ellen
my sister ellens testimony has also strengthened my faith in the
truth of mormonism and it seems to me appropriate to give it here
as it may prove a help to others she was at a meeting of the saints
held in a grove west of the temple in nauvoo soon after the death
of the prophet joseph smith the question under consideration who
should take the prophets place in presiding over the church sidney
rigdon who had been one of josephs counselors claimed the right
to the position yet the spirit he manifested was not in accord with
the spirit of the gospel at this meeting brigham young who was
president of the quorum of apostles arose to speak when the
mantle of joseph fell upon him and he was like one transformed
his countenance voice and form were like those of the late prophet
many in the congregation even children saw this miracle it satisfied
the people and decided the question who was to be the leader sister
ellen occasionally referred to this circumstance and said whenever
she was tired or felt to doubt any of the principles of the gospel
this testimony came up before her

clements ada winchell
december 24 1801 march 4 1890 age 42
martyred
when joseph and hyrum smith were marty
red albert adas husband was away from home working for the church interests and
also the support of his family when he heard of the terrible news he
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immediately started for home on the way his horse took sick and he
stopped at a store to obtain medicine here he met his friend sidney
rigdon sidney told albert he was hurrying back to nauvoo to be
with the saints during this time of sorrow and to take his place as
Rig dons decision on
their leader albert was happy to learn of mr rigdons
august 15 1844 albert arrived home and ada immediately told him
all that had happened including the meeting she had attended
wherein the saints had chosen brigham young as their leader 12

ada related the events of this meeting she told albert how elder
young had actually sounded and looked like joseph smith albert
was surprised he inquired about sidney rigdon ada said he had
spoken but the spirit was not with him albert took the side of his
friend sidney rigdon this was a sad day for the clements family
albert asked ada if she were going to leave him and go west with
brigham young she said she would continue with the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints however she said she would always
love him and pray for albert to see the truth 13

corless catherine stephenson
december

13 1807

september 27 1902 age 36

john coreless a son of catherine and edward was with his parents at the meeting and john said he heard his mother and others
say when brigham young arose and began to speak O
0 its joseph
0

himself

11
14

corless edward
march 14 1804 january 18 1873 age 40
after the opening of this meeting president brigham young president of the twelve apostles spoke on the duties of the twelve
apostles and while he was speaking the mantile
cantile of joseph fell on
president young and he looked like joseph and he spoke in josephs
voice and many thought it was joseph himself 15

decker sarah louisa norris
about 1824 1914 age 20
not satisfied yet those opposed to us began a series of perse
cautions
apo
cutions also a great apostasy
stacy took place and jealousy arose as to who
apostacy
should lead the church sidney rigdon lyman wight and strang had
their followers but when a meeting was called and brigham young
arose and spoke with power it was as if the prophet josephs very
voice spoke through him I1 heard my father and mother when they
returned from meeting testify to this and many others since then
11
I1 believe it was the largest attended meeting ever held in nauvoo 16
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de mille oliver
july 8 1908 age 14
march 50
30 1830 julys
after talking about a minute his voice changed to the voice of
joseph his countenance and every appearance and motion was that
of joseph and his language was so convincing and prophetic that it
seemed to bring conviction to the hears of all who were present
1I was in the meeting and see with my own eyes and heard with my
own ears all that was said and done and know for asurety whereof 1I
speak and 1I lie not 111717

ensign luvera ellen

see preece luvera ennen
enlen
ellen
eilen
elien ensign

fisher evaline mclean
december 25 1805 july 19 1893 age 38
they evaline and her husband joseph were in nauvoo at the
time of the martyrdom of the prophet joseph smith and his brother
hyrum and supposedly was at the meeting when the mantle of the
prophet fell upon brigham young 18

fisher joseph
2 5 1801 march 21 1867 age 43
november 25
see fisher evaline mclean

harris emmeline blanche woodward
february 29 1828 april 25 1921 age 16
the people were gathered in the grove where there was a rude stand
to speak from and very rude benches for the choir and others the
crowd extended through the grove and even outside the trees many
people standing in their wagon boxes drawn up against the trees to
listen to what was going on
but when brigham young rose in the
midst of the people most of them rose to their feet
well we all
stood on our feet and as president young spoke everyone that had
known the prophet joseph declared in a loud voice as loud as they
could almost that it was the prophet joseph himself risen again
that it was his voice his manner his clothing himself that stood there
in the midst of the people of course this talking after a while subsided and by and by most of them doubtless realized that it was
brigham young but it was a transfiguration real and convincing 19
I1 was standing in a wagon box on wheels so I1 did not have to
rise but those who were seated arose and made the exclamation
I1 could see very well and every one of them thought it was really the
prophet joseph risen from the dead but after brigham young had spoken a few words the tumult subsided and the people really knew that
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it was not the prophet joseph but the president of the quorum of the
twelve apostles it was the most wonderful manifestation 1I think
that I1 have known or seen and I1 have seen a very great number 20

hubbard charles wesley
february 7 1810 december

34
19 1903 age 54

on the morning of 4 august

1844 sic when rigdon was given the
opportunity of laying his claim before the whole church brigham
young addressed the gathering in the afternoon
charles hub-

bard later recorded that before his death in willard utah he walked
two blocks to fast meeting and bore his testimony in a language and
spirit that held the audience in silence and attention one of the men
present said there was not a sound in the room other that his
charless voice many were in tears the spirit was so strong as he
declared he knew that joseph smith was a true prophet of god and
that brigham young was the rightful successor for he was at the
meeting when the mantle fell on brigham young brigham young
looked like the prophet joseph and no one who was present could
ever doubt that brigham young was called of god 21

hunter edward
june

22 1793

october

16 1883 age 51

went to the meeting that had been called and listened
thoughtfully to what was said and done the longer 1I listened the
more mystified 1I became 1I bowed my head in my hands and prayed
for god to give me understanding while 1I was in this attitude
brother brigham rose to speak 1I suppose 1I heard a voice the
prophets josephs voice as natural and true as I1 ever heard it
1I raised up quickly fully
folly expecting to see the prophet joseph and I1
did there he stood and gradually changed to that of brother brigbrighams
ham but the voice was not brother Brig
hams it was still the
prophets joseph then beside brother brigham 1I saw the prophet
joseph who turned toward the speaker and smiled my heart beat
rapidly with joy and 1I know beyond the shadow of a doubt that
brother brigham was called of god to lead the church
1

I

others of the assembled saints received the same remarkable
manifestation and when a vote was called for the council of the
twelve was unanimously sustained as the ruling body of the church 22

johnson joseph ellis
april 28 1817 december

17 1882 age 27

during the dismal days following the murders of joseph and
hyrum JEJ joseph ellis johnson and others of the family lived
through the grief fears uncertainties and confusion into which all
had been plunged they were present when sidney rigdon voiced
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his plea to be named guardian of the church which fell on unresive ears they also saw brigham young rise to begin his speech
spon
sponsive
and they declared that they witnessed a miracle As he began to
speak his voice suddenly became that of the slain prophet and they
and the audience were electrified by the change in his appearance
which became that of joseph smith so lifelike was he that BFJ benjamin F johnson said he jumped to his feet in amazement and awe
they with the others of the congregation convinced that the mantle
of the prophet had fallen upon brigham voted to sustain him as
leader of the church later the rejected sidney rigdon who was
really a brilliant man in many ways apostatized and formed a small
13
church organization in pittsburg pa 23

kelley sophronia eldridge corbitt stowell
july 22 1825 january 24 1907 age 19
mother sophronia was present when the cornerstone of the nauvoo temple was laid she had seen the prophet joseph sm
ith and
smith
heard him talk many times she was present when brigham young
as president of the quorum of twelve apostles assumed leadership
of the church she has testified many times that he was transfigured
and appeared both in voice and general appearance to be the
prophet joseph himself 2421

knight martha mcbride
17 1805 november
march 171805

1

1901 age 39

she martha often told her grandchildren of the cruel martyrdom of
the prophet the sorrowing of the saints and the solemn services her
witnesssing
witness sing the form of brigham young change to the person of
brighams
joseph smith and Brig
hams voice ringing out in the tone of ofjosephs
josephs
voice declaring him the leader of the wondering saints 25

knight samuel
october

14 1832 february 11 1910 age 12

another incident 1I have heard him samuel knight narrate was when
the succession to the presidency of the church after the martyrdom
was being discussed and he was in attendance at the meeting As a
small boy perhaps playing with his marbles or otherwise passing the
time he was surprised to hear what he thought was the voice of
joseph smith he samuel arose in astonishment and beheld the
transfiguration of brigham young as related in church history 226

lake james
october 17 1788 october 7 1874 age 55
see lake philomela smith
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lake philomela smith
april

13 1794

march 20 1873 age 50

after the awful scene at nauvoo when they saw the forms of the
prophets they had loved so well laid in the grave they sought a testimony from god as to their future procedure and this testimony they
received at the great meeting held in the grove at nauvoo august 8
1844 where they witnessed the sublime personality of joseph smith
as it cast its mantle of splendor around the chosen form of brigham
young he being transformed before the eyes of the people as a
heavenly witness to them that god had caused the majesty of his
high priesthood to fall upon whom he would that his work might
continue father and mother lake received that testimony and took
17
up their march again with the saints 27

leavitt dudley
august 31 1830 october

15 1908 age 13

it was not until brigham young and a number of the twelve had
returned that a public meeting was held to determine the successor
to joseph smith

all the leavitt family were present on that occasion august 8
1844 for to them this was a matter of great importance fourteen
year old dudley was with his friends near the back of the large audience which had gathered to hear the talks of the authorities
brigham young arose to speak

on the edge of the crowd dudley whispered to some of his
companions suddenly they all stopped and listened it was their
prophet joseph speaking how well they knew his accents they
raised up and looked toward the stand for a second they thought it
was the prophet who stood there but they knew it was not and
soon the vision passed it was so real to dudley that it made a lasting
impression for him the mantle of joseph had in reality fallen upon
brigham As long as he lived he loved to retell
re tell the incident 28

leavitt jeremiah
may 30 1796 august 20 1846 age 48
sarah studevant leavitt september 5 1799 april 5 1878
age 45 jeremiahh
jeremiahs
hs wife wrote
Jeremia
when the news came the whole city of nauvoo was thunderstruck

oh such mourning and lamentation

there were many myself

among them that would gladly give our lives in place of his if his life
could have been spared in so doing 1I never had spoken to joseph
smith in my life my husband jeremiah had but I1 had heard him
preach and 1I had seen him and knew that he was a prophet of god
he had been sent here to set up his kingdom upon the earth I1 knew
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that the god of heaven was back of this latter day kingdom and 1I
knew that it never could be thrown down by mortal man
As 1I looked around me in despair I1

wondered how that great
work was to be accomplished the answer was not long in coming
my husband jeremiah was attending a meeting where this question
was being discussed brigham young was speaking when suddenly
he seemed to be clothed with all the authority of joseph sm
smith
ith jeremiah said that he had the same appearance the same voice as the
prophet if he had not known that joseph smith was dead he would
have thought that brigham young was joseph smith tears dampened many cheeks joy and gladness filled many hearts the lord had
not forgotten his people brigham young was absent in the east
when joseph and hyrum smith had been killed sidney rigdon tried
hard to take joseph smiths place and assume the presidency of the
church but his lies and deceit were proven by the twelve apostles
that returned about this time and also by the incident I1 have just
related after that there was no one to doubt that brigham young
was to be our new leader and prophet if brigham had any doubts
my husband jeremiah did not from that moment on he was our
19
prophet and our leader 29

Melet ajohnson
lebaron esther meletajohnson

january 12 1828 march

15 1874 age 16

esther meleta was at the meeting in august 1844 when
brigham young was transfigured
trans figured before the audience she said sidney rigdon had spoke long and tried to convince the people that he
was the rightful leader of the church when brigham young arose
and began to speak he was changed so that he looked like the
prophet joseph smith and his voice and manner of speech was
the same so when the saints saw this change there was no doubt as
to who should lead the church the president of the quorum of the
twelve apostles with brigham young as the prophet 3010

lee john doyle
september 6 1812 march 25
23 1877 age

31

time passed on until the whole twelve got in from their missions
and a conference was held and the several claimants come forward
with their claims sidney rigdon was the first who appeared upon
the stand he had been considered rather in the background
back ground for
sometime previous to the death of the prophet he made but a weak
claim strong strang did not file any just them sic brigham young
arose and roared like a young lion imitating the style and voice of
joseph the prophet many of the brethren declared that they saw
upoon him 1I myself at the time imagined
the mantle of joseph fall spoon
that 1I saw and heard a strong resemblance to the prophet in him and
felt that he was the man to lead us until josephs legal successor
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should grow up to manhood when he should surrender the presidency to the man who held the birthright 31

lyman amasa mason
march 30 1813 february 4 1877 age 31
he amasa lyman was not blinded with foolish ambition he had

ofbrigham young
of
recognized the true ring of authority in the voice brigham

not rise to electioneer he declared wanting the saints
1
I
to know at once that he was making no claims to leadership
have been at the back of joseph smith and 1I will be at the back of the
twelve forever and then 1I will be saved
1

I do

being awake with his lamp trimmed and burning at the
momentous occasion he was able with thousands of latter day
saints to see the splendid and undisputed manifestation of the power
of god in presenting brigham young before the saints as the mar
byred
tyred prophet for brigham spoke with the prophets voice and
martyred leader that many of the people
appeared so nearly like the martyred
thought it was really joseph smith and in this way they were shown
clearly that the prophets mantle had fallen on brigham young 32

murdock horace
december 24 1824 may

1

1915 age 19

after the martyrdom of the prophet joseph smith the presidency of the church developed upon the quorum of the apostles
and president brigham young stood at their head as captain and file
leader to carry out the plans that had been designated by the
prophet joseph there were many hundreds perhaps thousands
present at the meeting held in the grove near the temple at nauvoo
in august 1844 when president young was recognized by miraculous manifestation as the leader of the church and they have testifeli
feil
fell
fen upon
fied it was evident that the mantle of joseph the prophet ven
1I had a letter recently from brothers horace and john R
him
murdoch of beaver who testify that they were eyewitness to the
wonderful transformation and power manifested through president
brigham young on that occasion when the mantle of joseph the
him 33
prophet fell upon himl

murdock john riggs
september 13 1826 november 12
1913 age 17
121913
it was the greatest manifestation 1I ever beheld for the voice the
gesture the whole appearance of president young was just exactly
as if the prophet joseph stood there in person 34
had a letter recently from brothers horace and john R murdoch of
beaver who testify that they were eyewitness to the wonderful
transformation and power manifested through president brigham
1I
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young on that occasion when the mantle ofjoseph the prophet fell
upon him 3515

owens james clark
dark
july 7 1832 february

1

1901 age 12

with his parents he passed through the trials and drivings of the
saints first in missouri and afterwards in illinois
he attended
the conference at nauvoo august 8 1844 and remembered how
brigham young was transformed in the eyes of the people

36

palmer james
august 6 1820 october 6 1905 age 24
brigham young the president of the twelve apostles came to
the front and stated in a public meeting that the twelve in their organized capacity had the authority and the legal right to preside over
the church in all the world As he was speaking in a public meeting
the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham and it was as if the prophet
were speaking it was truly the voice of the prophet and it seemed
to be the prophet in person it was a convincing and a remarkable
demonstration of the power of god unto his people in the minds of
the faithful there was now no further question about who our rightful leader was and this was acknowledged by the main body of the
people those who did not accept this order of things went their
own way 37

perry eliza ann
march 20 1828 may 13 1913 age 16
after eliza ann perry arrived in nauvoo she met the prophet joseph
smith and became well acquainted with him eliza ann was a member of the nauvoo choir she also contributed to the purchase of
glass for the windows of the nauvoo temple she was present at the
meeting called by sidney rigdon to choose a guardian for the church
in her diary she said and I1 quote suddenly joseph came on the
stand to all appearance but the mantle of joseph fell upon brigham
young his voice the color of his hair his general appearance
people raised from their seats enmass and exclaimed joseph has
come he is he
here
then they knew that brigham was the man to lead
reThen
1018
1118
38
these people 1138

preece luvera ellen ensign
june 24 1826 june 14 1898 age

18

on august 881844
1844 she luvera was at the meeting called to appoint
the new leader of the church and witnessed the mantle of joseph
smith cover brigham young as he talked to the assembled saints 39
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smith john sivel
march 10 1809 february 12 1905 age 55
35
john was present when the prophet joseph smith delivered his last
address to the nauvoo legion and he also attended the memorably
sic meeting held at navoo
lavoo august 8 1844 when the mantle of
joseph fell upon brigham young he often testified that brigham
young was the lords chosen prophet 40

smith jane wadley
january 2 1814

age 30

mother and father were present at the meeting when the mantle of
joseph smith fell on brigham young she said brigham young was
not present at the meeting when it started but he had been called
dorn
back from a mission because of the martyrdom
doin of the prophet joseph
martydorn
martydom
and his brother hyrum brigham young came up from the boat and
took his place on the stand mother had leaned over her baby
and just then brigham young started to speak she said she raised up
suddenly because she heard what she believed was the prophets
josephs voice although she knew he was dead this thoroughly
convinced them that he was the successor to joseph smith chosen
of god 41

snow james chauncey
january

11 1817

april 30 1884 age 27

bro snow together with other missionaries was called home shortly
after the martyrdom and he was present at the meeting when the
mantle of joseph fell upon brigham young an event of which he
often testified afterwards 42

snow sally adams
see adams sally

stoker william
march 26 1819 may 19 1892 age 25
from the age of six he bishop W E stoker was raised by his grandfather william stoker who knew the prophet joseph smith personally and was present when the mantle of joseph fell upon
brigham young and received a personal testimony bishop stoker
felt he owed much to his grandfather for building up his faith
41
through the relating of this church experience 43

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8

74

Jorgensen and Studies: The Mantle of the Prophet Joseph Passes to Brother Brigham: A Col

11
II Second
appendix IT
secondhand
band testimonies

199

taylor pleasant green
february 8 1827 may 16 1917 age 17
after the death of joseph the question arose as to who should lead
the church the twelve apostles being away on missions sidney rigdon claimed the right to lead the church though his claim was not
looked on with favor by the majority of the saints he was present

and saw brigham young come into the bowery where the saints had
assembled he as well as hundreds of others arose to his feet and
felt sure that joseph had been resurrected and even after brigham
began to speak he still thought it was the prophet joseph who was
speaking to them 44

van orden peter edmund
january 27 1830 september 25 1911 age 14
peter remembers that after the prophets funeral sidney rigdon came and claimed the right to rule the church he held a
meeting and talked to the people about it asking them to return
later to make a decision it was at this later meeting that brigham
young spoke and the mantle of the prophet fell over his shoulders
the people knew this was their sign that brigham was to be their
leader peter witnessed this event and bore testimony of in until his
dying day

45

walker henson
march 13 1820 january 24 1904 age 24

at the death of joseph smith

brigham young who was president of the quorum of the twelve apostles assumed the leadership
of the church sidney rigdon one of the counselors to joseph in the
presidency felt it was his right to take the place henson was present at the public meeting held in the bowery at which both sidney
and brigham spoke sidney rigdon made his claims first henson said
that brother rigdon was an eloquent speaker and made a forceful
appeal to the people when he finished brigham young arose to
speak in the words of henson the mantle of joseph smith fell
upon brigham young and the congregation knew who their leader
was he looked like the prophet joseph and the tone of his voice was
like his 114646

henson was present at the time that sidney rigdon set forth his
claims to the presidency he also witnessed the mantle of joseph
resting upon brigham young and was fully convinced that he was
the future prophet of god 47
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welch eliza billington
see billington eliza

wells emmeline blanche woodward harris whitney
see harris emmeline blanche woodward

woodland william west
january 2 1832 february 19 1906 age 12
ivings that took
william accompanied his parents through all the dr
place in the early days of the church and was exposed to the many
even as a youth witness to
spiritual manifestations that happened
the grand experience of the mantle of the prophet joseph falling upon
brigham young after the death of the prophet joseph this did more
to influence him in future years than most any other experience 48

woolley samuel amos
september

11

1825 march 23 1900 age 18

during the troublesome times of 1844 1I served as a city guard in
nauvoo after the martyrdom of joseph and hyrum smith I1 was
present at the important meeting where president brigham young
first spoke to the saints of josephs death and I1 received a testimony that the mantle of joseph had fallen upon brigham youngs
shoulder for when he spoke it seemed as if joseph himself were
speaking his voice and gestures being exactly like those of the mar
byred
tyred prophet 49
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truman 0 angell biography of truman osborn angell sr typescript

paut L anderson truman 0 angell archi6 LDS church archives quoted in paul
tect and saint in supporting saints life stories of nineteenth century mor
mons ed donald Q cannon and david J whittaker provo utah religious
studies center brigham young university 143
pamela
tamela barlow thompson biography of elizabeth haven barlow 6 FHL
tameia
archives quoted in ora haven barlow the
ebe israel barlow story and mormon
mores salt lake city by the author 1968 204 5
john henry evans and minnie egan anderson ezra T benson pioneer
statesman saint salt lake city deseret news press 1947 88 89
evaline dunn snow john and eliza B welch biographical sketch typescript 2 microfilm LDS church archives evaline is a granddaughter of john
and eliza
6beatrice
andjanath
janath russell cannon eds cannon family
ibeatrice cannon evans and
beatrice
camion family association 1967
historical treasury salt lake city george cannon
162 63 condensed from angus M woodbury arr and ed reminiscences of
ann cannon woodbury apnp 1963 grandson angus M woodbury prepared
anns journals for publication
ain
tn the valley of the saints in our pioneer heritage comp kate B
7in
carter 20 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 195877
1958 77 6204 the
account was written by william van orden carbine
8andewjenson
andrew jenson latter day saint biographical encyclopedia A compilation of biographical sketches of prominent men and women in the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson history
36
341
1901 36541
541
36341
9brigharn
injournal
brigham young in journal
tournai of discourses 26 vols liverpool F D richards 1855 86 557 58 july 19 1857 see also leonard arrington brigham
young american moses new york alfred A knopf 1985 115
10the
the unpublished story in carter our pioneer heritage 12202
orson spencer and others salt
aurelia spencer rogers life sketches of
oforson
lake city george Q cannon and sons 1898 331 32
12
bertha M linebarger ada winchell clements in carter our pioneer
12
heritage 3111
311112
13
charlotte parker how mormonism affected the lives of the clements
family paper written for history 100 brigham young university april 1982
14 copy in possession of the author ada aidah clements evidently worked for
joseph and emma smith in the mansion house linda king newell and valeen
tippetts avery mormon enigma emma hale smith new york doubleday

1984
134
1984134

william G hartley kindred saints ne
the mormon immigrant heritage of
alvin and kathryne christenson salt lake city eden hill 1986 25 see also
grace wilson norris biography of john corless and catherine stephenson
corless A pioneer of 1848 christenson family archives in possession of
pren
heilpren
heilprin
richard A christenson salt lake city copy given to the author by pat Heil
a corless descendant grace is a great granddaughter of edward and catherine
grace wilson norris edward coreless A pioneer of 1848 3 christenson family archives copy in possession of the author
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comans exponent 37
louisa decker reminiscences of nauvoo womans
41 42 carol cornwall madsen in their own words women and
march 1909 4142
the story of nauvoo salt lake city deseret book 1994 242 43
william G hartley they are my friends A history of the joseph
knight family 1825
1850 provo utah grandin book 1986 154
18251850
18
lucy E fisher brown comp genealogical and historical record of the
fisher family holograph 3 microfilm FHL archives lucy is Eva
evalines
evaliner
lines granddaughter
19that
that they may live again in carter our pioneer heritage 8198
emmeline B wells my testimony in preston nibley comp faith promoting stories salt lake city deseret book 1943 137 in his foreword nibley
states the stories contained in this volume have been selected with care from
books and periodicals on file in the church historians library
ouida Bl anthom to author october 21 1995 quoting A record of
charles W hubbard and descendants 18101955
1810 1955 privately printed 1956
13 ouida is a great granddaughter of charles
22
WiIliam E hunter edward hunter faithful steward ed janath russell
william
cannon apnp mrs william E hunter 1970 79
23rufus
euis
euls
enis johnson trail to sundown
rufus david johnson JJ E JJ joseph ellis
qsalt
salt lake city deseret news press 1961 90 written from personal recollecisalt
sait
tions rufus was the last of josephs twenty nine children see also true to the
faith in carter our pioneer heritage 15230 231
21
21martha
mantha
martha S hill immigrant pioneer women in an enduring legacy
comp lesson committee 12 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers
89 986 martha is sophronius
sophronias
1977
as daughter
Sophroni
197789
21171
orence R ellison martha mcbride knight in historical pamphlet
florence
1942 comp kate B carter salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 1942 242
and see also martha mcbride knight in biographies of the belnap and knight families 18 BYU archives copy in possession of delia
deila belnap of ogden utah
della
26
arthur knight hafen history of samuel knight 1960 copy in possession of the author arthur is a grandson of samuel
jenson biographical encyclopedia 2389 this narrative is related by
philomenas
Philo menas granddaughter samantha T B foley
28
juanita leavitt brooks dudley leavitt pioneer to southern utah ap
np
1942 9 juanita is a granddaughter of dudley in brookss foreword she writes
in 1933 1I began collecting the diaries and journals of pioneers of the southwest in many of them I1 found references to dudley leavitt these with the material from the family records have formed the basis of this work
29sarah
sarah studevant leavitt autobiography of sarah studevant leavitt
april 19 1875 rev by joseph page leavitt april 12 1978 typescript 18 19
FHL archives joseph is a grandson of sarah see also courageous pioneers in
carter our pioneer history 7246
30dol1ene
dollene lebaron noson esther meleta johnson lebaron essay for the
daughters of utah pioneers daughters of utah pioneers archives salt lake city
copy in possession of the author dollene is a granddaughter of esther
john doyle lee mormonism unveiled or the life and confessions of
the late mormon bishop john D lee st louis bryan and brand 1877 155
see also juanita brooks john doyle lee zealot pioneer builder scapegoat
2
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glendale arthur H company 1962 63 historian D michael quinn considers
lees statement as an important witness that lee had a mystical mantle experience quinn states john D lees bitter rejection of brigham young in later life
cormons who waited years before speaking and
actually verified the honesty of mormons
writing about youngs transfiguration D michael quinn mormon hierarchy
origins of power salt lake city signature 1996 167 when considering the
timing
tinling of the mantle experience one should note that lee did not arrive in nauvoo until august 20 1844 according to his diary because of controversy surrounding the publication of lees memoirs and because his original manuscript is
11
not available we have included this account in appendix II
pioneer prom
32aibert
albert R lyman amasa mason lyman trailblazer and pioneerfrom
from
the atlantic to the pacific ed melvin A lyman delta utah melvin A lyman
1957 11920
119 20 amasa lyman became a counselor to joseph smith just before his
death elder lyman was asked by brigham young to present his case at the august 8 meeting to be considered as josephs successor this rather florid account
is based according to the authors on information from amasa lyman journals
source checkers could find nothing in
IDS
23 vols LDS
ins church archives however sourcecheckers
the journals other than the statement that lyman spent the day with the brethren
so this account of the transfiguration may come from other family sources
33 seymour
33seymour B young in seventy sixth annual conference of the church
ofjesus
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints 1906 12
34
31j
murdoch salt lake
M tanner A biographical sketch ofjobn
john riggs murdock
of tohn
city deseret news press 1909 71 this biography was written in 1909 by tanner a friend of john riggs murdock for many years and was read to murdock for
his approval also in barlow israel barlow story 204
35 35young
young in seventy sixth annual conference 12
31
31jenson
jenson biographical encyclopedia 3191
james palmer james palmers
Pal
mers travels and ministry in the gospel ed
halmers
fannie palmer utah mrs fannie palmer gleave 1963 61 fannie is a daughter
palmers
mers holograph account he is less specific brigham young the
halmers
ofjames in Pal
president of the twelve apostles came to the front and stated in a public meeting that the twelve in their organized capacity had the authority and the legal
right to preside over the church in all the world and their rights were acknowlPal mers
halmers
edged by the main body of the people james palmer journal james palmers
LDS archives
travels and ministry in the gospel holograph 80 IDS
31 31donald
the
the benson family tue
donald benson alder and elsie L alder comps tue
salt lake city ezra T
Anc
ancestory
estory sic and descendants of ezra T benson
ancestors
benson genealogical society 1979 151 written from diaries records letters
histories and interviews from family members this section is quoted from eliza
perrys diary donald is a great grandson of elizas
alizas husband ezra T benson
through a different wife
39lucy
lucy preece stewart biography sketch of luvera ellen ensign preece
typescript 2 margaret steed hess pioneer histories collection BYU archives
lucy is a daughter of luvera margaret hess is noted as camp historian
jenson biographical encyclopedia 3241 42 mary smith steed porter
brief history of john sivel smith john sivel smith family newsletter no 1
micro fiche FHL archives
january 28 1965 3 microfiche
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harriet smith and leona L adams history of jane wadley smith
micro fiche
john sivel smith family newsletter no 1 january 28 1965 4 microfiche
FHL archives
1794 95
jenson biographical encyclopedia 179495
43
rutha
ruthjJ martin comp biography of bishop william ervin stoker twenruth
19
tieth ward history 1856
1979
79 69 microfilm FHL archives
18561979
185619
44
levi james taylor pleasant green taylor family records typescript 6
LDS church archives levi is a son of pleasant see also fred G taylor pleasant
green taylor in outlines of study 1942 43 comp kate B carter salt lake
city daughters of utah pioneers nd 255 56
41
peter edmund van orden 1830
41peter
1911
1850
18301911
1830191
191
igl1 2 van orden family archives in
igi
Spring ville utah this was recorded by an
possession of bruce van orden springville
unnamed grandchild of peter after listening to many of peters accounts
41
41jennie
jennie walker johnson biography of henson walker jr 48 microfilm
FHL archives

509
jenson biographical encyclopedia 11509
48
mary W fox and daniel P woodland life of william west woodland
typescript copy in possession of john W welch daniel is a son of william
41
41jenson
82 see also florence woolley
jenson biographical encyclopedia 1781
178182
russell history of samuel amos woolley pioneer of 1848 2 LDS church
archives florence is a daughter of samuel

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol36/iss4/8

80

